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T

he company that will bring us the C8 Corve e in Australia, formerly known as GM Holden Pty Ltd, has been
renamed as General Motors Australia and New Zealand Pty Ltd (GM ANZ). This is purely a name change for
the company as it remains with the same ACN and ABN. Under this
company structure, there are 3 GM business units – Isuzu New
Zealand, GM Specialty Vehicles, and Holden A ersales. From
November 1st the role of MD of GM ANZ will be taken over by 20-year
Holden veteran, Marc Ebolo.
Of most interest to Corve e enthusiasts is the business
unit GM Specialty Vehicles (GMSV), headed by its
Director, Joanne Stogiannis. Her group is responsible for
the sale of Corve e C8 in Australia, which is due to launch
in the fourth quarter of 2021.
GMSV will also, before the end of this year, take over the
sales of the Chevy Silverado 1500 from HSV, although the
Walkinshaw Group will remain as GM's conversion
partner for the imported LHD cars.
It is planned that the Silverado 2500 will join the line-up some me next
year, while the Chevy Suburban and Tahoe may also be added. It is also
widely pped certain Cadillac models will appear in GMSV showrooms
some me in the future.
Also of interest to us is the Holden A ersales division. The primary role of
this group is to provide customer care, vehicle servicing and spare parts
distribu on to exis ng Holden owners. This support has been promised for
at least the next 10 years. Although it has not been openly stated, this group
will certainly provide the same support to the GMSV vehicles. And for the
ﬁrst me in Australia, our new Corve es will have factory warranty, calibra on updates, recalls (if required), and
factory service and spares. Hard to imagine.
The A ersales Group will addi onally distribute Holden Genuine Parts, GM Trade Parts and AC Delco parts. What
is interes ng is whether GM will make available any spare parts for previous
model Corve es – maybe going back as far as the C5 or C6. AC Delco covers a
very large number of replacement parts for Corve es.
Maybe we can talk to them about it.
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GM CURRENTLY TESTING RHD C8

Corvette chief engineer, Tadge Juechter, has revealed to
CorvetteBlogger that GM has already built RHD C8 test cars which are
currently with their test engineers. He conﬁrmed the testing was not
taking place in a RHD country, but on US LHD roads.
Tadge also told CorvetteBlogger “Yes, some of us are actually driving
them around. It's very strange to be driving a Corvette with the steering
wheel on the right-hand side”.
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RHD C8 WILL HAVE MIRROR-IMAGE INTERIOR

Tadge Juechter also conﬁrmed to CorvetteBlogger the RHD C8's cockpit
will be a true mirror-image with everything angled toward the driver and
the cockpit wrapping around the driver, to give the RHD purchaser the
same driver experience as those in a LHD C8.
“We wanted them to have the same driver-focused interior and so what
we actually did was tool-up all those unique parts that are kinda mirror
shaped so that we can ﬂip them over to the other side and it would just
be an exact mirror of the rest of the world's car, the left-hand-drive cars,”
Tadge told CorvetteBlogger.
Harland Charles, Corvette Product Manager, was present at the same
session and said about the RHD Corvette: “I really like the Australian
car, because it's all localized and so is the navigation, the voice, she has
that cool Australian voice that comes through… a lot of fun.”

CORVETTE ASSEMBLY PLANT CLOSURE

Due to a temporary parts supply issue associated with Covid-19, the
Bowling Green Assembly Plant will close for the week beginning
October 12.
The Plant, which is now running two shifts per day, has managed parts
well until now, with GM teams working closely with the suppliers to
minimise the impact on production.
Unfortunately, shutdowns such as this could impact the launch of RHD
production. Everyone hopes this disruption doesn't last more than one
week.

T

his year, because of Covid-19 we have
decided to run our AGM on-line via Zoom.
The AGM will take place on 24th October, time
to be announced (but it will be early afternoon,
well before the night Grand Final - GO CATS!)

All the required information will be sent
out by next weekend, including the link to
join the meeting. All you need is a laptop
with camera, or a desktop (or laptop) plus
a webcam, or a tablet or iPad, or a smart
phone, to video-in. Alternatively, you’ll also
get a phone number to join by voice only.
It’s easy to join in, so please do.
We’ll get a summary of the year from the Treasurer and the President,
followed by the election for the Committee. The whole thing shouldn’t
take more than 40 minutes.

CORVETTE NATIONALS 2021
EASTER - 2-5 APRIL, 2021

MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE
The Corvettes of Canberra Club has promised your money back should
the 2021 Nationals be cancelled, or if the borders are closed and you
can’t make it. The same goes for accomodation.
At this stage, the Nationals are all go, with everything in place. So get
your registrations in now. And be aware, with discussions ongoing with
GMSV, there may be a big surprise coming up at the event! Be warned!
See details on the next pages

I

n the last newsletter, We took a look at the ‘67 Corvette that Jim Hornaday
built for his wife Shirley in his workshop in Harvest, Alabama. A magniﬁcent
vehicle, you’d all agree. It mixed the beautiful looks of the ‘67 C2, with some
some very nice restomod features underneath to improve comfort and
drivability.
But Jim was also working on
another project car he had
purchased in Australia - a 2015
HSV LSA Maloo. Although most
states in the US will allow RHD
cars to be driven on their roads,
Jim felt it would be far better to
have it converted to LHD.

This was certainly assisted by the fact
that Commodores were exported to the
US by Holden, and sold as the Chevy
SS. So parts were available,
particularly in wrecking yards.
A company in Denver,
Colorado named “Left
Hand Utes” specialises in
converting Holden RHD
utes to LHD. Google it for
a look at the company.

Jim and Shirley drove the
supercharged Maloo the
1260 miles from Denver back
home to Alabama over two
days. I’m sure there were a
lot of interested people
checking out their ute on the
way home.

G

MSV has released a bulletin warning those who have placed a deposit with
a former Holden Dealer for a C8 Corvette when it becomes available, that
these deposits are basically
wortless.
They have recommended the
dealers return the deposits while
they ﬁnalise the ordering process.
The dealers who accepted
deposits did so without the
approval of GM, so these deposits
do not oﬃcially exist as far as GM
is concerned.
There is no dealership structure formed at this stage, so the deposit taker may
not become a GMSV dealer. And secondly, the allocation of cars may possibly
be done via a lottery type system if the orders vastly exceed the supply.

Chinese car company Songsan has displayed a plug-in sports car at the Bejing Motor
Show that looks very much like the 1958 C1 Corvette. The vehicle is called the
Songsan Dolphin.
The car may be Chinese, but it’s not
cheap! It will cost the buyer some
US$86,000 for the coupe or
convertible. The manufacturer claims
over 300 HP from the turbocharged 1.5
lire engine plus the electric motor. This
is said to propel the car to a sub 5
second 0 - 100 kph time.
GM has stated it won’t be taking any
legal action over the borrowing of the Corvette’s styling cues.

CLUB MERCHANDISE
Merchandise available at Club Mee ngs and Car Shows
Call our Merchandise Oﬃcer, Be y, on 0407442465 for more informa on
sizes M/L/XL in stock

$15 ea

$20 ea
$39 ea

$22 ea
$8 ea

$13 ea

$10 ea

CLASSIFIEDS
WHITE FACE CONVERSION KIT (NEW)
Suits 68-77 C3 Corve e
Complete with Instruc ons & Installa on Kit

NEW

$45 for all

Call Ollie on 0427527237

L79 CORVETTE 327/350HP ENGINE
Used / V.Good Condi on

plus many associated parts
Call Peter on 0455190070

WILCOX ELECTRONIC TACH BOARD
ONE PAIR OF CAR RAMPS (USED)

(NEW)

$75

Call Ollie on 0427527237

ELECTRONIC TACH
Suit 1975 - 77

PAIR (USED) $40
(USED) $75

Call Stuart on 0418 339 501

Call Ollie on 0427527237
Please note that Surfcoast Corve es, Inc, its commi ee or editor of this newsle er assume no responsibility, nor
warranty for vehicles or other items appearing in these classiﬁed adver sements. Surfcoast Corve es, Inc does not
endorse any item adver sed. The accuracy of the descrip on of the item is purely the responsibility of the person
adver sing the item.

CLASSIFIEDS
C3 EXTERIOR MIRRORS - GENUINE PARTS
(USED)

Pair of genuine Corve e 1968-74 exterior mirrors
RHS in good condi on, LHS only fair.
(Get two for the price of one)

CORVETTE C3 PWR WINDOW RELAY
Suits 1968 - 78
New Power Window Relay E4132
Asking $30.
Call Jess on 0423173215

USED

$30 for both

Call Mark on 0413 387 977

40 PIECE POWER BIT SET
Hex, spline & Torx Bits, 3/8" & 1/2" Drivers

HIGH QUALITY / NEVER USED $39

YOUR ADVERT
COULD BE HERE

(I bought two)!

Call Mark on 0413 387 977

DAVIES-CRAIG THERMO FAN & SWITCH

YOUR ADVERT
COULD BE HERE

USED/GOOD $40
Call Stuart on 0418 339 501

Please note that Surfcoast Corve es, Inc, its commi ee or editor of this newsle er assume no responsibility, nor
warranty for vehicles or other items appearing in these classiﬁed adver sements. Surfcoast Corve es, Inc does not
endorse any item adver sed. The accuracy of the descrip on of the item is purely the responsibility of the person
adver sing the item.

