SURFCOAST CORVETTES

AUGUST 2020 EDITION #18

I

t’s been an open secret for some time now, but today Holden announced that GMSV (General
Motors Specialty Vehicles) will take over from Holden as the distributor for GM vehicles in
Australia. But this will only include niche, specialty vehicles, as the name implies.
The good news for us, as I have been reporting for
some time, is that the factory built RHD C8 Corvette is
deﬁnitely on the list, and will be available late next
year. However, the ﬁrst vehicle to be available from
GMSV will be the Chevy Silverado 1500 LTZ, which is
already being sold by HSV.
While GMSV is
owned solely by
General Motors,
Walkinshaw Automotive Group, owner of HSV, will be its
manufacturing partner, providing the conversion facility to GM
for the Silverado, as well as potentially adding other LHD built
GM vehicles to the mix in the
future.
A limited number of existing Holden Dealers will become GMSV
franchises in the fourth quarter of this year, selling the
Silverado 1500. It was also announced the larger Silverado
2500 will also become available through GMSV next year.
GMSV will be led by Joanne
Stogiannis, an experienced GM
Holden Executive. Her title in the new role is Director - GM Specialty
Vehicles.
“The plan to bring the stunning new mid-engine Corvette in RHD direct
from the factory is an enormously exciting opportunity for local
performance car enthusiasts,” Stogiannis said.
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Stage 4 restrictions in the Melbourne area, plus Stage 3 for the rest of us, means
there are only 4 reasons we are allowed to leave our houses. Holding a Corvette Club
Meeting, going on a Cruise or meeting up for a coffee don’t feature in those 4
reasons! So Club activities remain on hold.
Our AGM isn’t due until October, and could be held off a little more, but we are
already looking at holding the AGM via ZOOM if we are still unable to meet at the
Peninsula Hotel.
We’ll keep you informed on resuming Club activities as things change.

CLUB MEETINGS:

THREE STRAIGHT WINS FOR CORVETTE RACING

* MEETINGS SUSPENDED
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

The Corvette C8-R is the racing version of the C8 mid-engine car. It races under the
IMSA (International Motor Sport Association) rules, competing against the BMW M8
GTE, Ferrari 488 GTE EVO, and the Porsche 911 RSR-19 in the GTLM class.

Peninsula Hotel (Club Room),
195 Bellarine Highway,
Newcomb.
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The C8-R’s ﬁrst race was the “24 Hours of Daytona”. In its ﬁrst race, one of the two
Corvette Racing entries managed 4th place, although it led the race twice and was in
a race winning position for most of the race.
Soon after this ﬁrst race Covid-19 struck and there was a break in the racing
calendar. The ﬁrst return race was back in Daytona for a 2 hour 40 min. sprint race
and this time the C8-R was successful, taking its 100th ever victory in the effort.
Next came a second straight win at Sebring, this time making it a 1-2 ﬁnish for the
two cars from Corvette Racing. A great result!
Most recently, at the Road America race, it was another victory for the C8-Rs, again
claiming a 1-2 ﬁnish. This makes it three in a row for Corvette Racing. The next race
is next weekend at the Virginia International Raceway.
It’s been a great start to the season for Corvette, who must now feel very conﬁdent
of taking the Championship this year.

Commi ee at Large:

BOOK YOUR ACCOMODATION - 2021 NATIONALS

Wayne (Ollie) Oliver
Ph: 0427527237

As you’ll see over the next few pages, Corvettes of Canberra have released details of
their 2021 Nationals. Registrations are now available and the event is restricted to
the ﬁrst 100 Corvettes to apply.
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Ph: 0413747287
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Editor: Mark Andre
0413387977

If you’re considering attending the Nationals, you need to get a booking done at the
ofﬁcial Nationals hotel - the “Pavillion on Northbourne”. Room numbers are limited.
For a reservation, call (02) 6248 7866 or 1800 828 000 and quote the reservation code
GF2991 for the Corvette Nationals 2021 rate. This is for a standard room with a ﬂexible rate for payment on arrival, and can be

cancelled beforehand at no charge

 Buffet breakfast is $20 per person and a 20% discount, which can be booked on arrival
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residential candidate and
current front-runner to take
the big job later this year, Joe
Biden, is unashamedly a
“Corvette Guy”. He has owned a
‘67 C2 Convertible from new,
which his father presented to him
as a wedding present.

The former Vice President’s
Vette was locked in storage for some time because, as 2nd in command
of the US, driving around in classic sports cars was just not allowed
during his term as VP, or even for 6 months after.
But Jay Leno was able to organise a ride in the car
at a Secret Service training facility outside
Washington DC. The VP was very happy to oblige
as he had only driven the car 3 times in the last 7
years!
In a YouTube video of the outing,
Biden hauls the 300 HP 327
small-block Vette oﬀ the line with
some impressive wheelspin,
controlling the drift very nicely,
showing no evidence of the
“sleepy Joe” monika bestowed on
him by “the Donald”.
As the drive continues, a sharp
looking C7 pulls out behind them. “I
wonder who that cowboy is” says
Biden as the Z51 C7 blows them oﬀ.
When they pull up together, they
ﬁnd it’s none other than former
Secretary of State, Colin Powell,
another Corvette guy - the C7 is his
third Vette.
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orvette aﬃcionado, Jim Hornaday, runs a Corvette shop in
Harvest, AL, just over 2 hours south of the Corvette
Assembly Plant in Bowling Green KY. Not surprisingly. he calls
his business Corvette
Harvest.
Jim and wife Shirley are
regular visitors to Australia
for the Corvette Nationals
and were last here for the
Gold Coast Nationals during
Easter 2019.
Jim puts together some
great cars and the photos he
sent me of the ‘67 he had ﬁnished recently for Shirley warranted a
bit more information. Jim obliged.
I’ll let Jim tell the story - it’s deﬁnitely good reading!
hirley's newest car looks like it will be the last of a series of cars
that I have restored to honour my Brother who died in 1968
while serving as an F-105 Fighter Pilot during the Viet Nam War.
In December of 1961, while attending the US Air Force Academy, Jeﬀ
took delivery of a Roman Red 1962 Corvette and drove it from
Colorado Springs to Tampa
Florida, where we lived, for the
Christmas holidays. I was
smitten and the passion began
to evolve. Spring of 1964 he left
the car with me to drive and
maintain when I was a Junior in
High School. I went from "Jimmy who" to "Jimmy with the Red
Corvette". My journey was set and after his death, while I could do
nothing to save him, I could save the cars he loved and had a plan to
do just that when and if I could aﬀord it. While I have a car just like his
that I restored, there have been according to Shirley, 33 cars that have

been saved along my journey. Some only minor restorations, others
from what could only be described as "Bones".
I had previously restored a 1966 Corvette for Shirley but being a purist
believed all real Corvettes had manual transmissions, I built that car as 4
speed car. While she drove it, it never really ﬁlled her sports car dream,
because it was not an automatic. After I completed a 67 convertible from
a very dilapidated 67, with a 5 speed manual transmission, she declared
my restoration career complete, but, I swayed her to allow me to build
one more but providing it had that coveted automatic transmission she
yearned for.
The car itself had languished in a
Tennessee junk yard for many years and,
in fact, I had helped a friend in Tennessee
locate the car and purchase it for a
reasonable price. It turned out that rust
had severely damaged the Birdcage
(Metal structure) under the ﬁberglass and
the only way to repair this car was to
completely dismantle the car to its last
piece. The cage was restructured, and the ﬁberglass was repaired and
re-bonded to the cage. At that point, the new owner had a bit of a
disagreement with the shop that was completing the work and the car
was taken home and allowed to sit for seven years. Deciding not to
complete the restoration, the owner reached out to me and asked if I
could help him sell the car. I
bought it and quickly realized
that the work had only just
begun.
While the previous owner had
purchased many parts, the car
still had no chassis, no drive
train, no interior, and no bright
work. It was however, a sound
body and foundation for a
complete car. After
building/restoring cars for 20 years since I retired from the Army, I had
accumulated many of the parts needed to complete this job. But, after
inventory of my parts, I was still missing a chassis, engine and
transmission. Looking to make this car modern in handling and

performance, we chose to ﬁt it with a
brand new connect and cruise crate motor
from GM and selected the LS3 with 430
horsepower connected to a 4L65E
electronic overdrive transmission.
I wanted this car to be a comfortable
touring car, so I located a new old
stock(NOS) 1976 chassis from a friend
and it came with the remnants of a 1967
chassis that allowed me to combine the
two and essentially create a new 1967 chassis.
Steering would not come from the antiquated OEM steering box but
from a modern steering rack produced by
Steeroids which is a completely bolt on
system that requires no chassis
modiﬁcations. The chassis was completed
with all new ball joints, springs, and other
chassis components in my shop and that
included a 1982 rear ﬁberglass Corvette
spring that provides a very nice ride
quality over the aftermarket springs
available.
The diﬀerential is a 3:07 ratio unit that has
been completely rebuilt with new clutch
pack and bearings, and the braking system
is pretty much stock but new and is
activated by a dual diaphragm booster.
The cooling system is provided by DeWhit
Radiator and is their direct ﬁt for a 427
cubic engine and it has dual cooling fans
that operate oﬀ the LS3's computer as
would in a modern Corvette. The fuel
system is provided by "Tanks" Inc. and it is an 18-gallon unit with
integrated electric fuel pump also
operated by the engine computer.
Air conditioning is from Vintage Air
and the interior of the car has the
appearance of an original AirConditioned car with the top center
mount dash air vent.

The interior of the car is almost
entirely from Al Knoch. Installed
by me, but the seats came from a
long time friend who had saved
them for well over 30 years just in
case someone might need them
one day.
The gauges are from Dakota
Digital and while they have the appearance of the originals, well
almost, they provide all the data available from the GM computer and
are both digital and analogue.
Paint and ﬁnal body work was
performed by Alex Watkins and
his crew. Basecoat/clearcoat in
Marina Blue applied over many
coats of primer and polished to a
mirror ﬁnish, way beyond anything
that would be acceptable by
NCRS standards.
The result. On her ﬁrst drive, Shirley proclaimed that this car drives
better than any mid-year (1963-1967) Corvette she has ever driven or
ridden in. The car is not equipped with power windows or cruise
control but the factory telescopic steering column and the custom teak
15" vs. the factory 16" wheel make this car easy to get into and
comfortable to drive!
So, there are still parts left in the garage. At 73 years of age, is there
one more car left out there to be saved, or does Shirley's car round out
a lifetime of
passion gifted
to a 16-yearold boy from
a generous
older
Brother?

Jim Hornaday

CLUB MERCHANDISE
Merchandise available at Club Mee ngs and Car Shows
Call our Merchandise Oﬃcer, Be y, on 0407442465 for more informa on
sizes M/L/XL in stock

$15 ea

$20 ea
$39 ea

$22 ea
$8 ea

$13 ea

$10 ea

CLASSIFIEDS
WHITE FACE CONVERSION KIT (NEW)
Suits 68-77 C3 Corve e
Complete with Instruc ons & Installa on Kit

NEW

$45 for all

Call Ollie on 0427527237

L79 CORVETTE 327/350HP ENGINE
Used / V.Good Condi on

plus many associated parts
Call Peter on 0455190070

WILCOX ELECTRONIC TACH BOARD
ONE PAIR OF CAR RAMPS (USED)

(NEW)

$75

Call Ollie on 0427527237

ELECTRONIC TACH
Suit 1975 - 77

PAIR (USED) $40
(USED) $75

Call Stuart on 0418 339 501

Call Ollie on 0427527237
Please note that Surfcoast Corve es, Inc, its commi ee or editor of this newsle er assume no responsibility, nor
warranty for vehicles or other items appearing in these classiﬁed adver sements. Surfcoast Corve es, Inc does not
endorse any item adver sed. The accuracy of the descrip on of the item is purely the responsibility of the person
adver sing the item.

CLASSIFIEDS
C3 EXTERIOR MIRRORS - GENUINE PARTS
(USED)

Pair of genuine Corve e 1968-74 exterior mirrors
RHS in good condi on, LHS only fair.
(Get two for the price of one)

CORVETTE C3 PWR WINDOW RELAY
Suits 1968 - 78
New Power Window Relay E4132
Asking $30.
Call Jess on 0423173215

USED

$30 for both

Call Mark on 0413 387 977

40 PIECE POWER BIT SET
Hex, spline & Torx Bits, 3/8" & 1/2" Drivers

HIGH QUALITY / NEVER USED $39

YOUR ADVERT
COULD BE HERE

(I bought two)!

Call Mark on 0413 387 977

DAVIES-CRAIG THERMO FAN & SWITCH

YOUR ADVERT
COULD BE HERE

USED/GOOD $40
Call Stuart on 0418 339 501

Please note that Surfcoast Corve es, Inc, its commi ee or editor of this newsle er assume no responsibility, nor
warranty for vehicles or other items appearing in these classiﬁed adver sements. Surfcoast Corve es, Inc does not
endorse any item adver sed. The accuracy of the descrip on of the item is purely the responsibility of the person
adver sing the item.

