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L

ike all the other car clubs I know of, Surfcoast Corvettes has hit the PAUSE Button on
all club activities until further notice.

A Committee Meeting was held on Monday 23rd March and Item #1 on the Agenda was to
rubber stamp the cancelling of all club general meetings, dinners, cruises and any other
normal club activities. By the time the meeting was held, the Federal Government had
basically ruled out any of these activities anyway.
We did agree the Club Newsletter would continue to be produced each month to remind
people we have only pressed the PAUSE button, not the STOP button! I’ll keep you up to
date on anything that happens within our club, publish any photos or stories anyone
sends me (what are you doing during the pandemic?), and keep you informed on
Corvette news from overseas or in Australia.
We were very lucky to hold our Cruizin’ the Surfcoast event before the restrictions came
in. It wasn’t that long ago, but the world has totally changed since then. The SA Nationals
have been cancelled, it’s highly unlikely we will see the Stingray Run this year, and even
our Cruizin’ event for next year is up in the air. Who knows what will happen ..........

Hello Surfcoast Vetters,
CONTACTS:
Surfcoast Corvettes, Inc
Email:
surfcoastcorvettes@gmail.com
Website:
surfcoastvetts.com
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/groups/10678264
59918713/?ref=bookmarks

CLUB MEETINGS:

* MEETINGS SUSPENDED
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
Peninsula Hotel (Club Room),
195 Bellarine Highway,
Newcomb.

YOUR COMMITTEE:
President:
Peter Scholer
Ph: 0455190070
Vice-President:
Mark Andre
Ph: 0413387977
Secretary:
Tracy Thomason
Ph: 0428300331
Treasurer:
Maria Humphreys
Ph: 0409540547

Only a short message this
time. Like many of you, I’m
pretty much locked down at
home for the
duration but
I’ve found a few
things to do to
keep myself
busy.
My beloved,
Karen, is now the proud
owner of an MGB. It needs a
bit of work, so this is my
major project during the
next few months. Love these
older cars. It’s possible for
old guys like me to work on
them without needing to
cope with all the electronics
and the like.

with just Karen and myself
celebrating. I do have my
special Geelong Cats,
Patrick Dangerfield cake to
celebrate with, thanks to
Betty and Mark.
Let’s hope Australia comes
out of this health crisis in
good shape by the end of
the year.
To all our members, please
keep yourselves safe and do
your bit to stick to the
government health
guidelines so we can all
come out intact at the end.

Cheers and good health,
Peter

As many of you know, I’ve
just celebrated my big 70th
Birthday, but sadly it will
now be a very small party
NEWSLETTER CONTENT - WE NEED YOU

Membership Oﬃcer:
Rob Humphreys
Ph: 0419508775

All members are encouraged to provide content for VetteNewS.
Are you doing something to your Ve e? Do you have photos of how you did it?
Have you bought or sold a Ve e? Let us know! Did you go for a drive with
someone in your Ve es? Photos? Got a good Ve e story or Joke? Tell us!

Commi ee at Large:

contact mark on 0413387977 or email mark.andre3@gmail.com

Wayne (Ollie) Oliver
Ph: 0427527237
Jade Mills
Ph: 0431028172
Gary Wingfeild
Ph: 0413747287

MERCHANDISE
Be y Andre
0407442465

VetteNewS
Editor: Mark Andre
0413387977

NEXT CLUB MEETING
???????????

PENINSULA HOTEL, Newcomb
From 6:00pm - Meeting starts 7:30pm

C

ovid-19 took a big Corvette scalp recently when the Corvettes of South Australia club
were forced to abandon their 2020 Nationals at Victor Harbor.

I can’t imagine how it feels to put so much work into an event over such a long time, only to
have it cancelled through matters that were out of their own hands. Work on the Nationals
starts two years out from the event, because details of the next Nationals must be presented
in some detail one year before the event, at the preceding Nationals. As an example, Victoria
will hold the Nationals in 2022, but the planning meetings have already begun, two years out.
The dates, venues and full agenda must be presented at the Canberra Nationals in a little
over one year’s time.
Corvettes of Melbourne, as the club leading the Victorian Nationals eﬀort, in a spirit of
goodwill, oﬀered Corvettes of SA the option of taking the 2022 Nationals and moving the
Victorian Nationals back a year. Quite understandably, the SA Club felt they could not go
through it all again so soon and declined the oﬀer. I can see how hard it would be, after two
years of work, to immediately start it all over again, basically without a break.
Corvettes of South Australia will be forwarding all the “goodie bags” to those who had
already entered for the Nationals and will refund the remainder of the money to the entrants.
I guess those shirts will be quite a collectable item from the “Nationals that never happened”.
I always personally felt the 2020 Corvette Encounter at Victor Harbor would be an
outstanding event. Victor Harbor is a beautiful place and I really enjoyed the company of the
South Australians at the Queensland Nationals last year. I’m sure we all share the
disappointment of our SA friends in the cancellation of their Nationals.
Let’s all hope things have returned enough to normal in a year’s time so that the Canberra
Nationals can go ahead.

The recent Committee Meeting has sorted out the changes in Committee Members
following the resignation of John Diacono as the Events Co-ordinator and Wayne Oliver as
Club Secretary. John has left Geelong and can’t continue in this position.
John leaves the Committee and will not be replaced in the medium term. Tracy, as many of
you would know, has returned to her old position of Secretary. Ollie remains on the
Committee, while his position as Scrutineer for the Club Permit Scheme will be taken by
Peter Greenhorn. This role is not a Committee position.
The changes will be relayed to Consumer Aﬀairs, who administer Incorporated Clubs.
The Committee is now as follows President:

Peter Scholer

Membership Oﬃcer: Rob Humphreys

Vice President: Mark Andre

Committee at Large: Wayne Oliver

Secretary:

Tracy Thomason

Committee at Large: Gary Wingﬁeld

Treasurer:

Maria Humphreys

Committee at Large: Jade Mills

CRUIZIN’ TROPHY
S

urfcoast Corvettes made a trophy available for
presentation to the Corvette chosen by the
public as THE PEOPLE’S CHOICE.
Voting slips were handed out to people as they
entered the show and a box made available near
our gazebo to post the voting slips.
Unfortunately, this didn’t work as we received only 4
votes. All were for diﬀerent cars and even then we
couldn’t identify those cars as the numbers were
those assigned by the Motor Show and stuck on the
windscreens - all the cars were gone.
It was unanimously agreed at the Committee
Meeting that the Trophy would be awarded to Tony
Asquith who won the Motor Show Trophy for Best
Corvette with his immaculate C6 Grand Sport.
Congratulations to Tony - noone could dispute his
car is a real show-stopper!

the
EDITOR
by
the
EDITOR

H

ey everyone,

How the world has changed in the
last 7 weeks since our Cruizin’ the
Surfcoast weekend.

Just 7 weeks ago we were mixing freely
and partying together with about 50
other people. It now feels like a diﬀerent
world.
I’m working hard on my YouTube video
of Cruizin’ the Surfcoast, wading
through the
hours of video
my Grandson,
Jack, and I
captured.
Should be out
in the next
few days. Check it out and remember
how the world used to be!

even meetings for our club, it would be
really good if you could send in some
photos of anything you’re doing with
your Corvette. Even let us know what
you are doing to ﬁll in your time at home
- painting, renovations, going for a drive,
or anything else that might interest other
members. Even a short note without
photos.

Apart from that, please take care of
yourselves and stay at home unless you
have some special reason not to.

Cheers, Mark

Over the next few months when there
will be no car shows, cruises, dinners or

 The Victorian club permit scheme allows members of vehicle clubs that are recognised by
VicRoads to make limited use of historic vehicles on the road network. Surfcoast Corvettes,
Inc is a recognised club. You must be a paid up member at all times or the Permit is invalid.
 Go to ‘Club Permit Scheme’ on the VicRoads website for full details of eligibility & application
steps, or approach a Club Committee member for assistance.
OFFICER: can sign-oﬀ application forms
and renewal forms to certify applicant is a
ﬁnancial club member

 Rob Humphreys, Peter Scholer, Tracy
Thomason, Wayne Oliver

SCRUTINEER: required to sign-oﬀ vehicle
eligibility and standards declaration

 Peter Greenhorn

WHAT CLUB MEMBERS ARE DOING

A

big callout to our Club Treasurer, Maria, who is working on
the front line. Maria is a nurse and is out there where the
risk is high. While many of us are in lockup at home, Maria and
many like her are out in the midst of it.
We owe a huge debt of thanks to Maria
and all the doctors, nurses, cleaners,
theatre staﬀ and all the others who are
doing such magniﬁcent work to look
after us all during the crisis.
We’re very proud of you Maria.
And we’re not forgetting Rob, who is out on night shift in his
security work. Take good care of yourself Rob!

A

nother Medical Professional doing us proud is our Club
Secretary, Tracy. Thankfully, Trac is able to work from home,
which is a really good thing.
As you can see, Trac hasn’t lost her sense of humour in these
tough times.
She is supported at home by Glenn
who is looking for things to do on his
Corvette. But since his car is already
quite immaculate, there is little he can
ﬁnd to ﬁx!
Tracy and Glen have also been assisting Jenny an Stu in getting
groceries and other requirements while they are under forced selfisolation (see below). Well done guys!

C

aught up in the middle of the fast escalation of the Covid-19 crisis
were Jenny and Stuart.They left Australia a few
days after our Cruizin’ event, heading for Egypt, on
the way to Spain. Very fortunately, they didn’t make it
to Spain, which would have been disastrous,
deciding to bail out and ﬂy home direct from Egypt.
They have been in 14 days forced isolation since
arriving home, with today their ﬁrst day out. Like the
rest of us, there’s not much they can do with their
new freedom. But even going for a walk down the
street will be rather special.
Stuart has ﬁnished resurfacing their upstairs deck and has now resorted
to surﬁng the net. But for Jenny, it is a bit more serious as she has been
forced to do her own nails!

C8 UPDATE
COVID-19 IMPACT

O

n Wednesday March 19th,
news came through that GM
was closing all North American
manufacturing facili es, including
the Bowling Green Corve e
Assembly Plant, un l March 30th.

Just before that news came
through, GM sent an email to
dealers informing them that no
further orders could be taken for
Model Year (MY) 2020 Corve es.
The email further stated that
orders for the MY 2021 Corve e
would start in late May. Those who
wanted to own an historic 2020
model, as the ﬁrst of the mid-engine cars, will be disappointed. This is one of the reasons online
adverts for C8 Corve es are showing ultra-high prices for the car. A couple of examples of nicely
op oned cars’ adver sed prices were $35,000 to $45,000 over the s cker price.
The big ques on though, is will the
plant open in me to build all the
exis ng orders for MY 2020 C8s, or
will they be translated to MY 2021
orders? Model Year 2021 is due to
start produc on in September 2020,
but no one knows when the plant
will reopen. Bowling Green was due
th
to reopen on March 30 , but no one
is expec ng this to happen. GM has
asked for volunteers to come back to
th
work on 30 March for one week at
its Arlington, Texas facility to build
their full-size SUVs and Trucks.But no
request for Bowling Green. GM has
also announced a 20% or more pay
deferment for salaried employees.
How this will aﬀect Australia is anyone's guess. It seems obvious there will now be no 2020 RHD
C8s built and it depends on when the Assembly Plant opens and whether it moves to full
produc on to see if or when RHD cars will be produced. If Bowling Green can't sa sfy the US
demand in the medium term, I can't see them building RHD cars for a very small world volume.
A er the AUD dropped to its lowest ebb of some 55 cents against the USD, it has made a good
comeback to be around 62 cents as I write this. At a 62 cents exchange rate, my formula tells me
the C8 should cost around A$165,000 plus about A$10,000 in on-road costs, bringing the amount
to pay out for the car to around A$175,000. Cheaper than many C7s being currently adver sed in
Australia, but I'm not seeing too many sales at that price.

T

o get the ball rolling with reports on what
we are doing with our Corvettes, I’ve got
some photos to show you of the progress with
my big-block powered ‘70 model C3.
What started oﬀ as a reasonably simple job to
ﬁx some cracks in the paint, turned into a very
big job when it was found that there was
truckloads of body ﬁller distributed around the
shell, sometimes with no ﬁbreglass body
beneath it. There was also some very badly
misaligned body panels creating overﬂush and
underﬂush panel alignments, and some really
bad gaps between ﬁxed and opening panels.

Luckily I had the right man for the job. Glenn
Pellegrino, from Corvettes of Melbourne, really
is the top man on Corvette ﬁbreglass. He is
able to handle a big job like this without
blinking an eyelid.
You can see from the attached photos what the
body looks like now. I can’t believe how good
the gaps are! Never had a C3 like this before.
Only surpassed by the ﬁt and ﬁnish on Glenn’s
own car ....

CLUB MERCHANDISE
Merchandise available at Club Mee ngs and Car Shows
Call our Merchandise Oﬃcer, Be y, on 0407442465 for more informa on
sizes M/L/XL in stock

$15 ea

$20 ea
$39 ea

$22 ea
$8 ea

$13 ea

$10 ea

CLASSIFIEDS
WHITE FACE CONVERSION KIT (NEW)
Suits 68-77 C3 Corve e
Complete with Instruc ons & Installa on Kit

NEW

$45 for all

Call Ollie on 0427527237

L79 CORVETTE 327/350HP ENGINE
Used / V.Good Condi on

plus many associated parts
Call Peter on 0455190070

WILCOX ELECTRONIC TACH BOARD
ONE PAIR OF CAR RAMPS (USED)

(NEW)

$75

Call Ollie on 0427527237

ELECTRONIC TACH
Suit 1975 - 77

PAIR (USED) $40
(USED) $75

Call Stuart on 0418 339 501

Call Ollie on 0427527237
Please note that Surfcoast Corve es, Inc, its commi ee or editor of this newsle er assume no responsibility, nor
warranty for vehicles or other items appearing in these classiﬁed adver sements. Surfcoast Corve es, Inc does not
endorse any item adver sed. The accuracy of the descrip on of the item is purely the responsibility of the person
adver sing the item.

CLASSIFIEDS
C3 EXTERIOR MIRRORS - GENUINE PARTS
(USED)

Pair of genuine Corve e 1968-74 exterior mirrors
RHS in good condi on, LHS only fair.
(Get two for the price of one)

USED

CORVETTE RADIATOR FOR SALE
Early 1977 Corve e radiator for sale. Suits
Auto Transmission car.
It has no leaks - just needs a cosme c
clean-up.
Asking $50. Call Jess on 0423173215

$30 for both

Call Mark on 0413 387 977

1969-1975 CORVETTE STEERING WHEEL

USED/GOOD $150

YOUR ADVERT
COULD BE HERE

Call Mark on 0413 387 977

DAVIES-CRAIG THERMO FAN & SWITCH

YOUR ADVERT
COULD BE HERE

USED/GOOD $40
Call Stuart on 0418 339 501

Please note that Surfcoast Corve es, Inc, its commi ee or editor of this newsle er assume no responsibility, nor
warranty for vehicles or other items appearing in these classiﬁed adver sements. Surfcoast Corve es, Inc does not
endorse any item adver sed. The accuracy of the descrip on of the item is purely the responsibility of the person
adver sing the item.

