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W

ell, the 2019 Gold Coast Na onals have come
and gone and, as always, a great me was had

by all.
It's always special to meet a whole new group of people,
par cularly from the host state, to see a whole new
group of cars, talk Corve es with people
from all over and ﬁnd some great new
friends.
It's interes ng to meet these Corve e
people from another state and see what
sort of people they are. And you know
what? There is something similar and
likeable about all Corve e people. I don't know what it
is, but everyone no ces it. This makes the Corve e
Na onals a great event to a end. How could it not be?
The organisers from the Queensland Corve e Club have
worked relessly for the last couple of years to put

together a very special weekend. The weather was
unfortunately extremely unkind, with the Saturday
showcase event being turned from a Show 'n' Shine to a
Shelter 'n' Chamois! As we at Surfcoast Corve es well
know, when the Saturday of our big “Cruizin' the
Surfcoast” weekend had the same issue, people
will s ll enjoy themselves. If you set up a good
event and have good people turn-up, things will
take care of themselves.
As well as the car show, we had three excellent
night me events and a rainforest cruise on
Sunday, which included a very special barbeque
lunch. We even managed to do the cruise with the roof
down - it would have been unthinkable to a end a
Na onals on the Gold Coast without some open-air
motoring.
Read more details on the following pages ……

EXCITEMENT RISING ON NEW C8

A

er the big announcement from GM releasing the
date of the C8 reveal, the excitement has been
growing for the biggest Corve e news since the car was
ﬁrst released in 1953.
As well as ﬁnally publically acknowledging the C8 will
indeed be a mid-engine
car, GM has also revealed
the new C8 crossed-ﬂags
logo.
Take a look at the C8 page
later in this newsle er for
all the latest on the next
genera on Ve e,
including the latest claims by a self-proclaimed insider
who has provided new ‘secrets” about the car.
As always, the C8 image shown here is not a GM release,
but a designer’s idea of what the car might look like.
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CAMO-SHIRTS HIT THE BIG TIME

everal weeks ago the Na onal Corve e Museum held
what they called the “NCM Bash”.
As GM’s Bowling Green Assembly Plant is just down the
road, it wasn’t hard for GM to
arrange for a camo-covered
C8 to make an appearance on
the day. GM did this with a bit
of style and theatre, even
arranging for a group of their
people to place themselves in
the crowd wearing specially designed Camo-shirts. These
shirts had the same camo pa ern as used by the
disguised C8s, with the new C8 Cross-ﬂag logo
embroidered on the back.
These looked pre y cool. So cool in fact that two of the
shirts were auc oned oﬀ for charity, a rac ng the
amazing bids of US$3,100 each!
A third shirt was retained by the museum to be kept as
part of its collec on.

THE PREZ GOES TO
THE NATIONALS

s

urfcoast Corve es had three
families a end the
Na onals on the Gold Coast.
Jenny and Stuart, (although
Jenny pulled out at the last minute due to a family
emergency) and Be y & Mark drove their C6 Ve es all
the way to Queensland for the big show, joining a
“Corve e Caravan” travelling as a group up the Newell
Highway.
Our Prez and First Lady also made the trip north, but
found a much more comfortable way to travel the long
distance. It didn’t involve a Corve e.
While we didn’t see them on the road, we did manage to
snap a photo of them as they passed by!!

TEST RUN FOR THE SAUSAGE SIZZLE

W

ith the ﬁrst of our fund raising sausage sizzles
coming up in a couple of weeks we thought we
should do a prac ce run.
So a few sausages
were bought, the
gas bo le was
found and the
gazebo was set up.
A few phone calls
were made to ﬁnd
a couple of
volunteers to taste
the food and to
make a list of what
we were missing.
All went well and a few items got wri en on the list for
a en on before the big day. The main thing was that the
BBQ itself worked just ﬁne!!

A

VOLUNTEERS WANTED!

s per the above story on the prac ce run for the
Sausage Sizzle Fund Raiser, we are looking for
volunteers to help on the day.
The main purpose of this event is to raise money to run
the “Cruizin’ the Surfcoast” event for 2020.
The Sausage Sizzle is being held at the IGA Supermarket in
Marshalltown Road, Grovedale on Saturday morning,
25th May. We are se ng up at 8am and propose to close
down about 2pm in the a ernoon.
General help is required - turning a few sausages, serving
some customers, nothing diﬃcult. I’m sure you’ve all seen
the folks at Bunnings doing the Sizzle. They don’t look too
stressed!
If you can come for an hour or so, please call Be y on
0407442465.
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THE NEW C8 LOGO

M has oﬃcially revealed the new C8 logo. Chief
engineer, Tadge Jeuchter displayed the new crossed
ﬂag design during his address at the NCM Bash event.
Corve e Product Manager, Harlan Charles, even handed
out C8 Logo Pins to everyone a ending this address.
The new logo is an
advancement on the C7
logo, with the V-notch being
removed from between the
ﬂags, pushing them closer
together and crea ng a
steeper pitch to the design.
The new logo can be seen as a more contemporary,
futuris c design with a swept-wing look, and evoking the
feeling of speed and performance.

CONTACTS:
Surfcoast Corvettes, Inc
Email:
surfcoastcorvettes@gmail.com
Website:
surfcoastvetts.com
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/groups/10678264
59918713/?ref=bookmarks

CLUB MEETINGS:
First Wednesday of each month
at 7:30pm

Meal/drinks/chat from 6:00pm

Peninsula Hotel (Club Room),

195 Bellarine Highway,
Newcomb.

YOUR COMMITTEE:
President:
Peter Scholer
Ph: 0455190070
Vice-President:
Wayne (Ollie) Oliver
Ph: 0427527237
Secretary:
Tracy Thomason
Ph: 0428300331
Treasurer:
Maria Humphreys
Ph: 0409540547

Hello Surfcoast Ve ers,
What a great weekend it was at the
Queensland
Na onals. All
except the
weather – rain,
rain go away!
Friday's
Presidents'
Mee ng was very
informa ve, and I
was proud to
represent our
club at this gathering. The topics
discussed included forming a Na onal
Council of Corve e Clubs. A website
would be set-up for all Corve e
enthusiasts to access. It would gather
together, for example, all the Club
Newsle ers in one place to share
informa on and ideas. This Na onal
Council would also enable a uniform
judging proﬁle to be established and
used by all clubs. We discussed the
prac ce of contribu ons by all clubs to
support the staging of the Na onals
each year. I will discuss all these topics
further in our upcoming monthly
mee ngs.
The Show 'n' Shine on Saturday morning
was a real ba le with the prevailing

condi ons. Rain, out with chamois, then
sunshine, then rain again, out with the
chamois again! It was a real shame.
I was invited to join the judging panel
for the show, which I accepted. It was a
really enjoyable experience examining
and marking the diﬀerent Corve es
and learning exactly how the judging
was done.
On Saturday night we headed oﬀ by
bus to the Outback Spectacular. This
really was an excellent event, far be er
than we ever expected. The food was
good, drinks were plen ful and the
show itself was truly magniﬁcent. It is a
must do for anyone who hasn't yet seen
it.
On Sunday we took part in the Cruise
through the picturesque Gold Coast
Hinterland, ending up at a winery where
we were treated to a really great barbie.
Sunday night's dinner, auc on and prize
presenta on provided a wonderful
ending to a memorable Easter weekend.
I was sorry to see the event end – could
have gone on for a few more days.
See you at the next mee ng.

Cheers, Peter

NEWSLETTER CONTENT - WE NEED YOU
All members are encouraged to provide content for VetteNewS.
Are you doing something to your Ve e? Do you have photos of how you did it?
Have you bought or sold a Ve e? Let us know! Did you go for a drive by yourself or
with others in your Ve es? Photos? Got a good Ve e story or Joke? Tell us!

contact mark on 0413387977 or email mark.andre3@gmail.com

Membership Oﬃcer:
Rob Humphreys
Ph: 0419508775

MERCHANDISE
Be y Andre
0407442465

VetteNewS
Editor: Mark Andre
0413387977

NEXT CLUB MEETING

Wednesday, 5th June
PENINSULA HOTEL, Newcomb
Meeting starts 7:30pm

Arrive from 6:00 for drinks/meal/chat

Monthly Mee ng @ Peninsula Hotel
Wed, May 1st @ 7:30pm to 9:15pm

Surfcoast Corve es Pub Night
May 15th 6:30pm
Fyansford Hotel, Fyansford

Surfcoast Sausage Sizzle

Saturday, May 25th 8:00am
IGA Supermarket, 142 Marshalltown Rd, Grovedale

Monthly Mee ng @ Peninsula Hotel
Wed. June 5th @ 7:30pm to 9:15pm
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by the EDITOR

T

his month I want to talk about Club Membership Fees.
This has been a topic of discussion at the other
Corve e Club at which I am a member – Corve es of
Melbourne. This has got me thinking about the same thing
as far as Surfcoast Corve es is concerned.
At Surfcoast Corve es, we have taken a
minimalist approach to Membership Fees
and so far, this has worked out okay. But
what we must do is to consider how much
it costs to run the club each year and
ensure we are able to cover all the expenses. A lot of the
things we have at the club have been the result of dona ons
from a small number of members. We have a gazebo, a
banner, car s ckers and more recently a pair of teardrop
banners. All these items have been the result of individual
dona ons. This has got the club going, but it's not
something we can really ask people to con nue doing.
So, let's see how much we need to run the club each year.
First of all, we must pay a yearly fee to lodge our annual
return to Consumer Aﬀairs as an Incorporated Associa on.
We are a Tier 1 Associa on, so this charge is approximately
$58. Our secretary and Treasurer, and probably the other
Commi ee members may need some sta onary, pens, cash
boxes, invoice books, etc, so we must add a nominal amount
for this. Let's say $100 to make it a round number. We don't
pay bank fees, as most banks will provide a free account for
not-for-proﬁt clubs.
The next essen al we need to
look at is Club Insurance. We
spoke about this at a recent
mee ng and everyone present
agreed it was essen al. This is a
topic for another discussion, but
to put it simply, the commi ee and anyone oﬃcia ng at any
event can be the subject of a lawsuit if something goes
wrong. From what I have seen, this insurance costs about
$10 per member, making the total around $550.
Addi onally, the club feels we should subsidise the
Christmas Party each year. A good trade-oﬀ is for the club to
provide the meat for a BBQ and the people coming bring a

salad or dessert to share. How much should the club subsidy
be? I think $10 per head would be a good amount – some
would eat more, some less. If we allowed for, say, 35 people
a ending, the money assigned to the BBQ would be $350.
Finally, at the Presidents' Mee ng this year, the ma er of
Club dona ons to support the staging of the Na onals was
brought up. The big clubs with 150 members or more,
currently donate $500. This means about $3.50 per member,
equivalent to about $190 from us – let's make it $200.
Adding all these numbers together gives us the dollar
amount which I think most would agree is the basic
requirement to run our club. With current member
numbers, this gives us a membership fee a li le under $25.
So, to me, a $25 membership fee sounds just about right. I
might add this is a frac on of the membership fees charged
by other Corve e Clubs.
Do we need more money for more assets
such as banners, sign boards, s ckers,
pamphlets, etc? Yes, we do. But we have
ways of ge ng this extra money. We have
our raﬄe at the monthly mee ngs, we
have some merchandise sales at a small
proﬁt, and I'm hoping we can also sell
some adver sing in this newsle er.
Several members have indicated they would do so. I have a
few more businesses in mind, so this could work out well.
The other big expense is our “Cruizin' the Surfcoast” event.
For the opening year the event was totally sponsored by
several of our members. We can't con nue to do that. This
is also the topic of another discussion, but the two
upcoming IGA Sausage Sizzles are the ini al fundraising
ac vi es for our big event.
What do you think?
Email, phone or talk to me at a mee ng if you
have input on our club ﬁnances.
Cheers, Mark

 The Victorian club permit scheme allows members of vehicle clubs that are recognised by
VicRoads to make limited use of historic vehicles on the road network. Surfcoast Corvettes,
Inc is a recognised club. You must be a paid up member at all times or the Permit is invalid.
 Go to ‘Club Permit Scheme’ on the VicRoads website for full details of eligibility & application
steps, or approach a Club Committee member for assistance.
OFFICER: can sign-oﬀ application forms
and renewal forms to certify applicant is a
ﬁnancial club member

 Any Committee Member

SCRUTINEER: required to sign-oﬀ vehicle
eligibility and standards declaration

 Wayne (Ollie) Oliver

S

tuart, Mark & Be y set oﬀ from Geelong on the
Tuesday before Easter, for the big trip north.
A er passing through Melbourne and hi ng the Hume
Highway in the two C6s, we stopped to meet the
con ngent of Corve es of Melbourne members. Kathy and
Glen (who will from this date forward be known as “Mad
Max”) were in the mighty C3, Cheryl and Tony were towing
their C6 Grand Sport behind the Ranger and Gail and Garth
were doing it in comfort in their BMW SUV.
A er a quick breakfast, we all headed oﬀ together up the
highway. Near Shepparton we swung onto the Newell
Highway towards our ﬁrst overnighter at West Wyalong
where we were to meet the people from Corve es of
South Australia. Imagine our surprise when we rolled into
West Wyalong, stopping at the T-intersec on, where the
Newell Hwy meets the Mid Western Hwy, to see a group of
Corve es come through the intersec on from our le . Yes,
it was the SA team cruising in for a perfectly coordinated
arrival! There was Club President Rob with Vice President
AJ in the C4, Gus in the C6 and John & Jenny in the C5.
A er spending the ﬁrst night in West Wyalong, we
con nued up the Newell. We stopped for lunch at Dubbo,
mee ng Murray and Wendy from NCRS Australia, towing
their beau ful Tri-Power C2 in the enclosed trailer behind
their Silverado. We spent Wednesday night in Narrabri,
then Thursday night in Toowoomba, comple ng the run to
Sanctuary Cove on Friday morning.
It really was a special way to get to the Na onals, having
our meals together, mee ng up in the evenings for a social
beverage or two and all the while ge ng to know these
people from the other clubs. It was one of the highlights of
a memorable event.
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A great gathering of Corve es!
Every car show I go to these days seems to have be er
and be er cars. The standard is rising all the me as
entrants see what other people are bringing and are
encouraged to improve the standard of their own cars.
The 2019 Na onals were no excep on. All the cars
were of a really high standard.
It was unfortunate we had intermi ent showers all
day, sending entrants running for their chamois. A er
the ﬁrst few showers, everyone was saying “I'm not
doing it again!” – then someone would start with the
chamois and we would all follow. The upside was,
unlike Victoria, a few showers didn't mean it was cold.
The ladies' morning high tea proved to be a big
success. The ladies were fortunate enough to have a
sheltered area, and they certainly appeared to be
enjoying themselves. The feedback was all good.
It was a great idea to have entertainment at the event.
The showers unfortunately kept the crowd away, but
we were all able to amuse themselves singing along
with ChevyXpress. To top it oﬀ we had a visit from
Elvis, who entertained with many of his favourites
mingled with a touch of Elvis humour.
All in all, a good day out.

P

ut together a group of proud
Corvette owners and you can be
sure of seeing a good collection of
personalised number plates.
In fact, it’s diﬃcult to ﬁnd cars without
personalised plates!
The Nationals proved to be no
exception, with meaningful, and often
very clever personalised plates. Here is
a collection of plates that showed up at
the Show ‘n’ Shine.
Have any favourites? Personally I liked
the “638HP” plates on the ZR1,
although it was pointed out to me that
these plates would probably not get
through in most states - they don’t like
the horsepower of the car to be
advertised on the plates. For the clever
ones, “HER6T8" and “ELL95" stand
out. Not sure what “65DII” or “87DRB”
mean - maybe someone can tell me.
Also a C3 with “08CVT” seems out of
place, but may indicate a plan!

N

o Nationals would be
complete without the
social events.
On the Friday night of our arrival,
we were invited to a Meet &
Greet, held at the event’s
headquarters, the
Intercontinental Hotel at
Sanctuary Cove. The bar
was open and ﬁnger food
was provided.
On Saturday night, we were
treated to the fabulous
“Outback Spectacular”. What
a show! Highly
recommended to anyone
who hasn’t been yet. Food was
good and the drinks were included.
Then on Sunday, most of us took
the Cruise option for the day.
There was also a Gymkhana for
those who didn’t mind punishing
their Corvettes.
At the end of the Cruise, a
fabulous BBQ awaited us at the
Hampton Winery. Excellent BBQ
food - they really set an example of
how to run a barbie!

SURFCOAST CORVETTES, Inc
MEETING MINUTES
3rd April, 2019

Mee ng Held: Peninsular Hotel, Geelong
Present: Stu and Jenny, Mark and Be y, Rob, Gary and Sandra, Ollie, Sam and Tegan, Kerrie
and John, Jade, Dan
Apologies: Glen and Tracy, Rhonda, Darren, Maria, Peter and Kaz, Frank and Raad, Bre ,
Giovanni
Visitors: Rob and Jarrod Wallis
Minutes of previous mee ng as read: Moved Stu, seconded Gary. Carried
Items arising: Nil
Correspondence: Not available due to absence of secretary
Items arising:
Commi ee report: New members – Jeremy McClure, Graeme Miller, Josh Crowe, Giovanni
Treasurers report: $1929.77 in bank, cheque for $207.88 s ll outstanding. Moved Be y,
seconded John. Carried

Calendar events a ended:
•
Fish'n'chips Friday at The Boatshed. A good night.
Lal Lal Falls Hotel lunch. Very good day.
Calendar events to come:
•
Queensland na onals, Gold Coast, 19th-21st April
Easter St. Anne's winery, 14th April.
Meet at Corio Roadhouse at 8.30 for 9.00 am departure.
(Ollie, Gary and Sandra, John and Kerrie, Be y and Mark, Stu and Jenny plan to go.)

MEETING MINUTES, cont.
General Business:
• Be y has organized sausage sizzle at IGA in Marshalltown Road.
Dates are Saturday 25th May and Saturday 29th June.
Will organize roster etc. at May mee ng.
John volunteered to be our events organizer.
A mo on to accept his oﬀer was moved by Be y and Seconded by Sam. Carried.
Mark has been looking into the issue of insurance to cover events such as next year's ‘Cruising
The Coast’. The cost seems to be about $10 per member per year. He will have further
informa on at a later mee ng.













Around the table:
Rob and Jarrod – have just imported a '75 C3. Has oil leak.
Jade - got a hoist
Sam - RC car racing
Be y - oﬀ to Queensland for the Na onals
Stu- C6 is all back together, has ﬁnished the new wardrobe for Jenny
Mark – lots of work on cars - Camaro, C3 big block, C6 HVAC s ll problema c
Kerrie – “Thank you” to all for the kind messages
Sandra - surprised at how cheap it can be to ﬁx Corve es
Gary - sold Turbo 400
Dan - got a hoist, working on C3, Trans Am and MX5; oﬀ to USA in July/August
Ollie – ﬁxing Rhonda's horse ﬂoat
Raﬄe: 1st – Kerrie 2nd - Rob
Mee ng closed: 8.45 pm

CLUB MERCHANDISE
Merchandise available at Club Mee ngs and Car Shows
Call our Merchandise Oﬃcer, Be y, on 0407442465 for more informa on

$15 ea
$8 ea
$20 ea

$13 ea

$22 ea

$10 ea

$20/set of 4

$26 ea

S

The latest on the next generation Corvette

ince GM announced the reveal date for the C8
mid-engine Corve e, the excitement is growing
rapidly within the Corve e community.

NCM BASH

GM again showed the C8, albeit s ll in its camouﬂage,
at the Na onal Corve e Museum (NCM) Bash. To the
cheers of the assembled crowd, a lone C8 supercar
rounded the circular driveway of the museum, then
promptly le the building.
Tadge Juechter (Corve e Chief Engineer) gave an
address at
the Bash
which
included
further
informa on
on the C8.
He
revealed
the new
cross-ﬂag logo, showing the actual start-up screen for
the C8. He added that Corve e is the longest running
car name plate in automo ve history.
Tadge also spoke about his drive through Times
Square, New York with GM CEO, Mary Barra. He said
both agreed this was one of the coolest things they
had experienced in their GM careers.
There followed a Q&A session, but most ques ons
were answered by the words “07-18-19” i.e. Find out
then! The ques on was raised about Right-HandDrive cars. There was a long pause and then the
words “ ….. we will ﬁrst make the big reveal, and then
follow with further reveals later.” Not hard to read
between the lines here!

GM ANNOUNCEMENTS

Soon a er the NCM Bash, GM released its ﬁrst C8
“Teaser” on Corve e's
oﬃcial Facebook page.
The 30 second video
included many short
clips and images,
including images of
Zora, a NASA rocket, a
jet plane coming at the
viewer, a car on a
racetrack and earlier
mid-engine concepts. A
date counter starts at

00.00.00 and rolls on un l the
release date 07.18.19.
Another announcement a day
later declared the July Reveal
would take place in Orange
County, California. A copy of the
invita on included the wording
“… the ﬁrst mid-engine Corve e
will stand alone as the new
standard of performance.” This is
signiﬁcantly GM’s ﬁrst men on of
“mid-engine”.

MORE RUMOURS

The latest rumours
to come out from a
self-proclaimed
“insider” have
suggested the shape
of the C8 is quite
diﬀerent from the popular renders, widely circulated
on the net. He proclaims the camouﬂage has plenty
of padding under its surface to disguise the true
shape of the car. This may well be correct as GM
could be expected to keep something up its sleeve to
surprise us at the July reveal.
The latest rumours on the base engine claim it will
make in excess of 500 HP, with numbers as high as
530 HP being quoted. This might be a stretch for the
improvement over the current 455 HP delivered by
the LT1. The new base engine is rumoured to be an
upgrade of the LT1, designated as the LT2. It would
certainly be nice to see 500 HP delivered by the car,
which, even in base conﬁgura on, will be regarded as
a “supercar”.

RIGHT-HAND DRIVE

The big announcement we here in Australia are
wai ng for, is the conﬁrma on of the RHD C8. The
adding of a second shi at the Bowling Green
Assembly Plant, and the answer to the RHD ques on
at the NCM Bash certainly reinforce the belief that
the RHD Corve e is coming here. But, it looks like
there will be no announcement at the July reveal, so
I'm afraid we will be held on tender hooks for quite a
few more months. However, let's get with the
excitement around the July 18 reveal. A er all, this is
the biggest news in the 66 year history of the
Corve e!

CLASSIFIEDS
C3 EXTERIOR MIRRORS - GENUINE PARTS
(USED)

Pair of genuine Corve e 1968-74 exterior mirrors
RHS in good condi on, LHS only fair.
(Get two for the price of one)

USED

CORVETTE RADIATOR FOR SALE
Early 1977 Corve e radiator for sale. Suits
Auto Transmission car.
It has no leaks - just needs a cosme c
clean-up.
Asking $50. Call Jess on 0423173215

$30 for both

Call Mark on 0413 387 977

C3 SPEEDO & TACH GAUGES
Suit 1968 - 77
Classiﬁed Ads are free to all members

wan ng to buy or sell Corve es, Corve e
parts or other Corve e related items. Please
email details, photos, contact details to Mark
at mark.andre3@gmail.com
*Please advise when items are sold.

Both working ﬁne in the car.

USED

$199pr

Call Mark on 0413 387 977

YOUR ADVERT
HERE

YOUR ADVERT
HERE

Please note that Surfcoast Corve es, Inc, its commi ee or editor of this newsle er assume no responsibility, nor
warranty for vehicles or other items appearing in these classiﬁed adver sements. Surfcoast Corve es, Inc does
not endorse any item adver sed. The accuracy of the descrip on of the item is purely the responsibility of the
person adver sing the item.

