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he Easter weekend
brings on the Showcase
for Corvettes in Australia, in
the form of the Gold Coast
Nationals, “Cruising the
Coast”.
Six of our members are
heading for the big event, with
the C6 Corvettes of Jenny &
Stu, and Betty & Mark being
driven all the way to the event.
Kaz and Peter will be doing it the easy way
by ﬂying to the Gold Coast.
The road travellers will be joining members of
Corvettes of Melbourne, then catching up
with members of Corvettes of SA along the
way to form a convoy of Corvettes heading
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for the Nationals. We are
doing the trip over several
days with group bookings at
motels along the way. Should
be a great Corvette group trip,
which will make the event
even more enjoyable.
The agenda for the weekend
looks really exciting and we
can be sure of a massive
number of Corvettes in
attendance, knowing the numbers of
Corvettes residing in Queensland and the
size of their clubs.
Look out for a bumper issue of the newsletter
to report on the festivities in the sun (let’s
hope the storms are all gone by then!!).

CHARITY AUCTION CHEQUE PRESENTED TO TORQUAY ROTARY

t our March mee ng the proceeds of our Charity Auc on held at the Corve e Dinner, during our
“Cruizin’ the Surfcoast” weekend event, were presented to the Torquay Rotary Club for distribu on
to their nominated chari es. Amanda, Greg and Tom a ended our mee ng and were presented with a
cheque for $1,250 raised by Surfcoast Corve es.
The cheque was gratefully received by Greg Plumridge on behalf of the
Rotary Club, thanking Surfcoast Corve es for our eﬀorts and congratula ng
us on our success in winning the Best Club Team trophy. The Torquay
Rotary Club was formed on the
19th April 1988 to serve the
needs of the local community. We
at Surfcoast Corve es recognise
that the Rotary Club is be er
placed to distribute the money
more eﬃciently than we could, so
we are conﬁdent the money we
raised will be put to good use.
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THE C8 IS GETTING CLOSE!

D

ZR1 PRANG AT INDYCAR GP

or a period of
me, the C8 test
cars seemed to
disappear from the
roads in USA.
This was reportedly
due to electrical &
chassis twis ng issues.
But they have now
reappeared, con nuing their road tes ng during the last
month or so.
There are many new reports in the press about the highly
an cipated cars, including an alleged leaking of C8 dealer
order sheets.
Check out the C8 News page in the newsle er for all the
latest.
on’t know how we missed this one at the me, but
I guess it’s never too late to catch up with Corve e
news!
It seems that Mark Reuss,
former head of Holden
Australia and now
President of GM, was
driving the pace car (a
Corve e ZR1) at the
Detroit Indycar Grand
Prix, when he lost control of the 755 horsepower beast
and slammed it into the wall.
This happened back in June 2018 with Reuss leading the
ﬁeld to the green ﬂag. He appeared to hit the go-pedal
too hard, bringing the tail around and spearing into the
wall at Turn 2. Reuss was uninjured physically in the
prang, but he certainly suﬀered damage to his pride. He
has a special GM driver grading which allows him to drive
test vehicles at race tracks, including the Nurburgring, so
this accident was unexpected from the GM chief.
As you will see in the C8 News sec on, Mark Reuss was
spo ed in a C8 test Corve e on the road in Arizona, riding
shotgun in the passenger seat. This prompted many to
scurrilously remark they were glad he wasn’t driving ....
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EDITOR AT THE OZ GP

t seems our Editor, who a ended the Melbourne
Grand Prix was having a dollar each way in regard to
the result (check the cap).
Unfortunately, neither of
his two fancies was able
to win the race. Daniel
Ricciardo had a really bad
day out, but at least
Lewis Hamilton did okay
to ﬁnish second in his
damaged car behind his Mercedes team mate .
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LATE MODEL VETTES FOR SALE

may be imagining it, but there seems to be a lot of
late model Corve es up for sale recently.
My conspiracy theory, for
what it’s worth, is that
people may be ge ng ready
for the new C8 Corve e,
which we ﬁrmly believe is
coming out in RHD
conﬁgura on for Australia
and other countries, like
the UK and Japan, who also drive RHD cars.
When these cars are available from the Holden dealer
with new car warranty, spare parts supply and regular
servicing, the Australian Corve e scene will change
forever. The people who have been paying big money for
cars, when they sell for a frac on of that price in the USA,
will suddenly ﬁnd their cars have taken a huge
devalua on. Are people ge ng rid of them before this
happens?
I well remember when Hummer H3s were being imported
into Australia, converted to RHD and sold for $110,000.
GM then started building RHD cars at their assembly plant
in South Africa (built RHD - not converted) and the
Hummer H3s went on sale in Australia from about
$50,000. Expect the same thing for Corve e. It will be a
whole new deal for Corve e fans in Australia.
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TURBO 400 SELECTOR LEAK

nybody else have an oil leak from the gear selector
sha where it enters the side of your TH400
transmission?
A leaking seal on the
selector sha is quite
common. Your Editor found
a leak on his newly
purchased ‘70 C3, as well as
on the ‘68 Camaro. We’re
be ng Be y also has the
same problem on her ‘76
C3! Cars of this age that haven’t had a new selector seal
ﬁ ed will almost certainly have the problem. A visit to Dr
Google revealed there was a special tool available to
make the job easy. The next visit was to Ebay, where an
Australian seller was found. There are plenty of YouTube
videos explaining how to do the job so there’s no need for
any instruc ons here.
The Camaro is on the
hoist, so it will be repaired
ﬁrst.
The seals are expensive,
but I’m heading down to a
bearing shop with a
sample seal to see if I can
get a be er deal.

CONTACTS:
Surfcoast Corvettes, Inc
Email:
surfcoastcorvettes@gmail.com
Website:
surfcoastvetts.com
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/groups/10678264
59918713/?ref=bookmarks

CLUB MEETINGS:
First Wednesday of each month
at 7:30pm

Meal/drinks/chat from 6:00pm

Peninsula Hotel (Club Room),

195 Bellarine Highway,
Newcomb.

YOUR COMMITTEE:
President:
Peter Scholer
Ph: 0455190070
Vice-President:
Wayne (Ollie) Oliver
Ph: 0427527237
Secretary:
Tracy Thomason
Ph: 0428300331
Treasurer:
Maria Humphreys
Ph: 0409540547

Hello Surfcoast Ve ers,
What a perfect day it was for
our run to the Lal Lal Falls
Pub.
The sun was shining, so we
folded down the so top and
enjoyed
the good
weather.
It was
great to
see nine
Ve es
lined up
outside
the Pub
and I
thank everyone for making
the eﬀort to join in the fun.
I think it is the best club
ac vity we do. The club is all
about our cars, so it is the
perfect opportunity to get
the Ve e out and take it for
a drive in the company of a
group of other Ve es. When
the drive ends up at a lunch
spot, we can all get together

for the social occasion and
enjoy the company.
This month, at Easter, Kaz
and I are ﬂying to the Gold
Coast to a end the Corve e
Na onals. This promises to
be a great event and we’re
looking forward to it very
much.
I’m happy that six of us are
going from Surfcoast
Corve es, and we’ll also be
in the company of friends
from Corve es of
Melbourne.
I’m sure you’ll see plenty of
photos and a report on the
Na onals in our Newsle er,
and you will probably catch
some instant photos on
Facebook.
Looking forward to seeing
you all at this month’s
mee ng.
Cheers, Peter

NEWSLETTER CONTENT - WE NEED YOU
All members are encouraged to provide content for VetteNewS.
Are you doing something to your Ve e? Do you have photos of how you did it?
Have you bought or sold a Ve e? Let us know! Did you go for a drive with
someone in your Ve es? Photos? Got a good Ve e story or Joke? Tell us!

contact mark on 0413387977 or email mark.andre3@gmail.com

Membership Oﬃcer:
Rob Humphreys
Ph: 0419508775

MERCHANDISE
Be y Andre
0407442465

VetteNewS
Editor: Mark Andre
0413387977

NEXT CLUB MEETING

Wednesday, 3rd April
PENINSULA HOTEL, Newcomb
Meeting starts 7:30pm

Arrive from 6:00 for drinks/meal/chat

SURFCOAST CORVETTES, Inc
MEETING MINUTES
6th March, 2019

Apologies Ollie & Rhonda, Jeﬀ, Frank & Raad.
A endees Glen & Tracy, Maria & Rob, Peter & Karen, Mark & Be y, Giovanni, Kerrie & John,
Gary & Sandra, Stu & Jen, Jade, Tegan, Glen St L.
Visitors: Tom (Torquay Rotary), Amanda (Torquay Rotary), Greg (Torquay Rotary).
Minutes of February mee ng as read, moved: Glen, 2nd Be y- all in favour.
Items Arising from Minutes: Sausage sizzle to raise money for the club (Be y to advise next
mee ng of dates) volunteers are required to dish out the sausages and onions (on top).
Corrie in – Nil
Corrie Out – Minutes, Newsle er– moved: 1st John 2nd Gary
All in favour in/out.
Treasurer report. Tabled $1729.00 in bank. Raﬄe raised $69.00 thanks to those who donated
and of course to those who brought ckets and the winners: Moved Stu 2nd Mark
Commi ee report - Nil.

Calendar events: (been there done that)
 Fish n Chips run ended up at the Rotunda and 8 a ended.
Calendar events: (Coming up)
th
 Lal Lal Falls lunch run to the pub. Date is now 24 March 2019 so lock this into your
calendar. Mee ng place will be Batesford Roadhouse 10.00am meet for a 10.30am
departure.
 Fish n Chip run Friday March 15/3/2019 will be held at the Floa ng Fish n Chip place in
Geelong on the waterfront at 6.00 pm.
Special Business:
 Presenta on at the mee ng with the cheque from the charity auc on presented to
Torquay Rotary- well done Surfcoast Corve es and thanks to all who donated items for
the auc on and for all the hard work making the Cruise a most memorable me with
many saying coming back next year. Special thanks to Mark and Be y.

MEETING MINUTES, cont.

General Business:
 Mark – Do not forget that there is merchandise for sale. These make wonderful gi s,
stocking stuﬀers etc – Xmas is around the corner.
Around the Table:
Stu:
Pulled Jen's C6 apart and discovered a broken bolt which cause the A/C to go
out on the way back from Port Campbell. All ﬁxed now for the big run to Queensland.
Tracy:
New tyres for her car need to be done.
Gary & Sandra:
Yes the speedo is s ll out LOL
Maria & Rob: BIG congratula ons on being grandparents again.
Jenny:
Yep drove her car again.

Mee ng closed: 8.00pm
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Monthly Mee ng @ Peninsula Hotel
April 3rd @ 7:30pm to 9:15pm

Australian Auto A ermarket Expo
April 4th - 6th
Melb Convention & Exhibition Centre

Vintage Trucks & Trade Show
April 6th - 7th
Maddingley Park Reserve - Bacchus Marsh

Mad Max: 40th Anniversary Event
February 22nd-23rd - Contact Club
Scienceworks, Spotswood

Good Friday Show N Shine

April 19th - 10am to 3pm
Hoppers Crossing Football Ground

Cruising the Coast - Corve e Na onals
April 19th - 22nd
Gold Coast, Queensland
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the EDITOR

T

his month I want to run through the details of the Club
Permit Scheme and point out the main things you need
to remember.
The statement from VicRoads says “The Victorian club
permit scheme allows members of vehicle clubs that are
recognised by VicRoads to make limited use of historic
vehicles on the road network.“ The thing to remember is
that this is a “Permit”, not a “Registra on”. You buy a classic
car for your enjoyment and/or investment, then obtain a
Club Permit which allows you to drive it some mes. If you
think of it this way it will help you be er understand the
rules.
To obtain the Permit, you ﬁrstly need to be a ﬁnancial
member of an approved Car Club, such as Surfcoast
Corve es. Your car must be at least 25 years old and must
be safe for use on the road. This includes LHD vehicles. The
safety approval starts with a Roadworthy
Cer ﬁcate. If the vehicle has been
modiﬁed, or it’s manufactured a er 1968
and has no previous Australian
Registra on history, it also needs a VASS
Approval Cer ﬁcate (engineer's report).
If you believe your car is eligible for the
scheme, your ﬁrst step with the club is to
talk to our scru neer regarding eligibility.
The scru neer will most likely wish to
view your car, and will need to take, or be supplied, dated
vehicle photos for our club records. When the scru neer is
sa sﬁed with the eligibility, and you have your Roadworthy,
you can get a signature of approval on your “Vehicle
eligibility and standards declara on for club permit vehicles”
form.
In addi on to the Eligibility form, you’ll need to get your
“Club permit applica on” form signed by a Commi ee
Member to conﬁrm you’re a ﬁnancial member of the club.
You can then present yourself at VicRoads with an ID (such
as your licence), proof of ownership (eg. invoice), your
“Vehicle eligibility and standards declara on for club permit
vehicles” form, your “Club permit applica on” form, your
Roadworthy Cer ﬁcate, and a VASS Cer ﬁcate, if you need

one. You'll also need your Credit Card or some cash – but far
less than if you were a er a full registra on! VicRoads will
give you your Club Permit plates, a window label and a Club
Permit Logbook. Fit your plates and window label and you're
(almost) ready to go!
Now you have your permit, remember this rule. RULE # 1,
you must ﬁll in the Logbook before you take the car for a
drive! Sounds easy, but you'll ﬁnd it hard to remember. It's
best to keep the Logbook in your car, along with a pen, so
when you suddenly remember you haven't ﬁlled it in, you
can pull over and do so. If it's not ﬁlled in, you are deemed
to be driving an unregistered car and you’ll most likely lose
your Club Permit. Even if you remember when you get home
that you haven't ﬁlled it in – do so! If you’re snapped on a
camera driving your car, the police can retrospec vely check
your Logbook against the photo. When you ﬁll in your
Logbook at the beginning of the day, it’s good for the whole
day. It’s also good for another driver once it’s been ﬁlled in
the ﬁrst me. If you’re at a mul -day event, ﬁll it in each day.
A few more items you need to remember are –
 You must always be ﬁnancial with the Club or your
Permit is invalid.
 The Permit must be renewed each year – get a
renewal form signed by a Club Oﬃcer.
 Your Club Permit vehicle can’t be used for
commercial work. e.g. wedding car, paid rides, etc.
There are many more rules and regula ons, so
you should check the VicRoads website to
check on things like transfers , changes, lost
plates, replacement logbooks, etc.
Under VicRoads we don’t need to supply any
special reason for driving the car, unlike other states who
specify you need to be doing a club event.
Although VicRoads can some mes be a pain in the exhaust
pipe, I think we have it pre y good with the scheme.

What do you think?
Cheers, Mark

CLUB PERMIT SCHEME
 The Victorian club permit scheme allows members of vehicle clubs that are recognised by
VicRoads to make limited use of historic vehicles on the road network. Surfcoast Corvettes,
Inc is a recognised club. You must be a paid up member at all times or the Permit is invalid.
 Go to ‘Club Permit Scheme’ on the VicRoads website for full details of eligibility & application
steps, or approach a Club Committee member for assistance.
OFFICER: can sign-oﬀ application forms
and renewal forms to certify applicant is a
ﬁnancial club member

 Any Committee Member

SCRUTINEER: required to sign-oﬀ vehicle
eligibility and standards declaration

 Wayne (Ollie) Oliver

O

th

n Sunday 24 March, we all headed oﬀ to our
regular mee ng spot opposite the Batesford
Roadhouse on the Midland Highway. We were
mee ng to cruise to Lal Lal Falls for lunch at the Lal
Lal Falls Hotel.
Seven Corve es lined up in the parking area, ready
for the cruise. Coﬀees were bought, gree ngs were
exchanged and then we were ready to head up the
highway towards Ballarat. It was a beau ful day for a
cruise and some of us who could, folded our tops
down to enjoy our Corve es the way they were
meant to be enjoyed.
We ended up with nine Corve es at the hotel, with a
couple of daily drivers arriving as well. All in all, 21
club members presented themselves for lunch
(which was more than we expected, or had booked
for). With the extra numbers, it took a bit longer to
get our lunches, but everyone was happy in the end.
Great day for it, good company, a nice lunch – what
more could you want? Our best cruise for a while!
Well done by everyone.
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G

ary Davis has made his living repairing, restoring,
pain ng and detailing motor cars. So, it's not
unexpected that he has managed to put together some
pre y special cars for himself.
Gary was always interested in cars from when he was a
kid – and it was American Muscle Cars that were the
ones he liked. As soon as he could aﬀord it, Gary got
himself a '65 Mustang - followed by a couple of '67
Camaros, a C4 Corve e and a Dodge Dart.
It was his second Camaro that got Gary moving on the
show circuit. A er Gary's restora on work was
completed on the car, he proceeded to win the People's
Choice Awards at every car show he entered. This
included the Shannons' Concourse, held at the
Thunderdome, which got Gary a chance to drive his car
around the big banked oval track during the break.

But it was at the American Day at Flemington Race
Course in the early 90's that Gary spent a lot of me
talking to a guy with a '66 Corve e Roadster, ﬁnding he
couldn't get the car out of his mind. This par cular car
wasn't for sale, so Gary started to buy every issue of
Unique Cars, heading to the newsagent each month on
the day it was published.
In January 2001, Gary saw the white '66 roadster that
was exactly what he wanted. He immediately called the
number provided but his call was met by an answering
machine. He le a message and waited for a return call.
Each day when
the call didn't
come, he would
call again and
leave another
message. Finally,
a er four days, his
call was

answered. It turns out the sellers were holidaying in
Lorne and he was lucky to catch them on the phone
when they called in at home in Melbourne.
As the car was
also in Lorne,
Gary arranged
to meet them
down there.
He asked if
they had
received many
calls on the
car and his ques on was met with a smile. The owner
showed him his notebook with two pages full of names.
Gary was the ﬁrst on the list from his early call and had
ﬁrst op on on the car. He noted that a well-known
footballer of the me, Dermo Brereton, featured on
the list. It seems the owners had lived in the USA, where
they bought the car from the people next door. When
they returned to Australia, they brought the car back ith
them. They decided they weren't using it much and had
decided to sell it.
A er some
nego a on, a
deal was
agreed upon
and Gary le
a deposit. He
was very
happy to
eventually
nego ate the “STNGRY” plates as part of the deal and
counts himself extremely lucky to have been the ﬁrst
caller, and the ﬁrst to see the car. He recounts how the
took the car to American Day at Flemington not long
a er he bought it and was approached by several people
saying “You're the guy that got it!”
A er about six
months, Gary took
the car oﬀ the
road and stripped
it down to the
bare frame. He
spent two years
restoring his
Corve e,

repairing, replacing or detailing every li le part,
including a full engine rebuild. When the car was ﬁnally
ﬁnished, Gary hit the show circuit with a vengeance!
Gary took the car to the Torquay Show and won Best Car
in Show, he again won Best in Show at the Bacchus
Marsh Hot Rod Show, Best in Show at the Colac Car Show
and again best in show at the Eastern Beach Sprints Car
Show. He doesn't show it so much anymore.

Gary has his sights set on buying a new Corve e but will
never sell his C2. As the property developers start to
circle his small farm, he is pa ently wai ng for the C8 to
be released in Australia. He ﬁgures the ming might be
just right.
Not a bad line up – a show winning C2 Roadster, and a
mid-engine C8. Matching colours might be nice …..

The latest on the next generation Corvette

A

C8 SPECS (ALLEGEDLY) LEAKED

anonymous leaker has provided photos of what he alleges are Order Guides for the C8 Corve e
he obtained from a Canadian Dealership, by si ng down and working out an order with them.
The signiﬁcance of this leak is that colours and op ons for things like engines, suspension and interior
details appear on the sheets. While the informa on is too
extensive to list here, I can say it shows the base engine as an
LT2, which could be an advancement on the current LT1, an 8speed dual clutch transmission, various suspension op ons
and a number of wheel ﬁnishes. There are suede and leather
interior op ons, plus 3 new exterior colours - Accelerate
Yellow Metallic, Zeus Bronze and Rapid Blue. Op ons include a
Side Blind Zone Alert, a 12 inch driver informa on display and an Adjustable Front Li Height system.
However, many people are scep cal of this guy’s reveal, poin ng out no dealer would let him take
photos or leave him alone long enough in front of the screen to do so. Some typos and small forma ng
inconsistencies make these look like they are not GM documents. It may be best to take this informa on
with a grain of salt and wait for the oﬃcial GM release.

GM PRESIDENT SPOTTED CRUISING IN C8 CORVETTE

G

M President and former Holden boss, Mark Reuss, was photographed si ng in the passenger
seat of a camouﬂaged C8 Corve e.
The car was one of a ﬂeet of six cars being tested in Yuma, Arizona, not far from GM’s major test facility,
the Desert Proving Ground. Judging by the big smile on Reuss’ face, the
cars must be going pre y well.
The reappearance of the camouﬂaged test cars also signals that the
reported issues are now under control. The test cars were no ceably
absent from view for some me, reportedly to not only ﬁx electrical
shor alls in the new model but also to ﬁx the latest claim, the new twinturbo V8 is so powerful it’s twis ng the chassis - to the point of breaking
the glass in the rear hatch! Actually, not a bad problem to have!

US DEALERS TAKING DEPOSITS ON THE C8 CORVETTE

K

erbeck Chevrolet in New Jersey, who claim to be the “World’s Largest Corve e Dealer”, has started
taking deposits on the mid-engined C8 Corve e.
Kerbeck is noted for not taking deposits un l a vehicle’s release is close.
This is more good news for those of us eagerly awai ng GM to make
the big announcement.
We do know that GM has not scheduled any press conferences for the
New York Motor Show, where it was strongly rumoured the C8 release
would take place. The electrical and chassis issues that grounded the
test cars have forced a delay in the ming for the launch.
It is quite possible, however, that for such an important launch, GM
may put on a stand-alone event to make the announcement - at the
Corve e Museum, for instance. Many are s ll gambling on the press release taking place during the US
summer. The Corve e Museum will be having its 25th Anniversary celebra ons in August! The ming
would be good!

To celebrate the release of the iconic Mad Max ﬁlm on the 12th of April, 1979, take a step
back in time at Scienceworks for a special event to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the ﬁrst
movie in the Mad Max franchise.
The events will feature a special cinema screening of Mad Max, along with replica cars and a
special guest speaker. There will also be tours of the Pumping Station and opportunities to
re-live original Mad Max scenes on location.
NOTE: Our event on Friday the 12th of April is sold out. Tickets still available for our
event on Thursday 11th of April, but hurry, selling fast!

CLUB MERCHANDISE
Merchandise available at Club Mee ngs and Car Shows
Call our Merchandise Oﬃcer, Be y, on 0407442465 for more informa on

$15 ea
$8 ea
$20 ea

$13 ea

$22 ea

$10 ea

$20/set of 4

$26 ea

CLASSIFIEDS
C3 EXTERIOR MIRRORS - GENUINE PARTS
(USED)

Pair of genuine Corve e 1968-74 exterior mirrors
RHS in good condi on, LHS only fair.
(Get two for the price of one)

USED

CORVETTE RADIATOR FOR SALE
Early 1977 Corve e radiator for sale. Suits
Auto Transmission car.
It has no leaks - just needs a cosme c
clean-up.
Asking $50. Call Jess on 0423173215

$30 for both

Call Mark on 0413 387 977

C3 SPEEDO & TACH GAUGES
Suit 1968 - 77
Classiﬁed Ads are free to all members

wan ng to buy or sell Corve es, Corve e
parts or other Corve e related items. Please
email details, photos, contact details to Mark
at mark.andre3@gmail.com
*Please advise when items are sold.

Both working ﬁne in the car.

USED

$199pr

Call Mark on 0413 387 977

YOUR ADVERT
HERE

YOUR ADVERT
HERE

Please note that Surfcoast Corve es, Inc, its commi ee or editor of this newsle er assume no responsibility, nor
warranty for vehicles or other items appearing in these classiﬁed adver sements. Surfcoast Corve es, Inc does
not endorse any item adver sed. The accuracy of the descrip on of the item is purely the responsibility of the
person adver sing the item.

