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t was one of the biggest displays of Corve es seen in Victoria outside a Na onal Conven on, when
some 38 shining examples of America’s iconic sports car lined up at the Torquay Motor Show. There was
a line of stunning Corve es as far as the eye could see!
This was the culmina on of a weekend of ac vi es and of ﬁnding new and old friends, that put a smile on
everyone’s face. To top the day oﬀ, the Corve e Display was awarded the trophy for the best club display at
the show.
The weekend started with the Meet & Greet on Saturday morning in the car park of the Federal Café in
Mackey Street North Geelong. The Cruise began from here and followed the Great Ocean Road as far as
Bells Beach, and from there cruised on to the Chocolaterie near Anglesea.
The ﬂeet of Corve es then returned to Eastern Park in Geelong to share a BBQ lunch. Those who hadn’t
eaten too much chocolate and ice-cream at the previous stop were more than ready to devour some
barbequed treats a er the morning’s cruising.
Saturday’s excellent day of ac vi es culminated in the Corve e Cabaret Dinner with Charity Auc on at the
Peninsula Hotel. A fun night!
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What a magniﬁcent weekend it was,
culmina ng with the car show in
Torquay on Sunday, when we won
'Best Club Team'. Thank you to Ollie
for accep ng the trophy on
everyone’s behalf.

Email:
surfcoastcorvettes@gmail.com
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Thirty-six Corve es was an
outstanding turnout for the show. A
big thank you to all our members
who turned up in big numbers on
the Sunday. A special thanks goes to
Corve es of Melbourne and Central
Vic Corve es for suppor ng us for
this event. I trust you enjoyed the
weekend and hope you will all
return again next year, bringing
extra numbers with you. My
apprecia on is extended to Tony
Asquith and Mike Hehir for their
work in encouraging their members
to come down to the surfcoast to
a end the inaugural running of
“Cruizin’ the Surfcoast”.
Unfortunately, the weather on
Saturday morning was against us,
but we s ll managed a cruise to
Bell's Beach and the Chocolaterie.
The good thing is, we can look

forward next year to cruising all the
way down to Lorne, savouring the
very special road and the wonderful
coastal views. We plan to vary the
cruise each year, but good to know
we s ll have the “big one” up our
sleeve.
We returned to Geelong to meet at
the rotunda at Eastern Gardens for
the barbie. Many thanks to
Giovanni, Be y, Rhonda and Ollie
for cooking and organising the BBQ
and preparing the great feast which
was wai ng for us at the end of our
cruise.
Saturday night at the Peninsula was
a fantas c evening of fun, food and
dancing (a few of us old mers
shaking oﬀ the cobwebs a er a long
me oﬀ the dance ﬂoor). The
auc on of memorabilia and other
items was a great success and I
would like to thank all the people
who bid or purchased, as well as our
very capable support team (Jenny,
Maria and my oﬀsider Ollie). A
special thanks goes to James Bailey
for providing the original Corve e
Genera ons artwork, which gave a
huge boost to the ﬁnal auc on tally.
We really appreciate it. A total of
$1255 was raised for Torquay Rotary
and we are presen ng them the
cheque next week.
This was our ﬁrst year of staging this
two-day event which I'm convinced
will go from strength to strength.
Finally, a very special thank you to
Mark Andre for his countless hours
of work to make this event a
wonderful success.
Cheers,
Peter

NEXT CLUB MEETING

Wednesday, 6th March
PENINSULA HOTEL, Newcomb
Meeting starts 7:30pm

Arrive from 6:00 for drinks/meal/chat

This is a special edition of
your VetteNews, covering the
ﬁrst running of our big event
“Cruizin’ the Surfcoast”.
You’ll notice that many of our
regular features are missing the Member’s Ride, C8 News
and the Classiﬁeds.
Don’t worry, they will all return
for the next edition!
This month’s newsletter is
dedicated to reporting the
events of the weekend of 9th10th February. We look at the
press coverage given to our
Corvettes as the featured
marque for the show, the
cruise and BBQ, the Cabaret
Dinner & Charity Auction, and
the Torquay Car Show on the
Sunday.
There is also a page featuring
the trophy winners - the
biggest winner of all being all
of us, winning “Best Club
Team” for our big turn-up of
Corvettes, and I’m sure it also
reﬂected the quality of our
cars.
I hope you enjoy reading
about the event, and for those
who attended, relive the
memories.
For those who didn’t make it, I
hope the words and images
convince you to come next
year.
Thanks, Ed.

the EDITOR

S

o, the big weekend has been
and gone - and I think it
worked.
The thing that was going to make or
break the weekend was the level of
a endance by our fellow Victorian
Corve e clubs. And our good
buddies - Corve es of Melbourne
and Central Vic Corve es didn’t let
us down.
In my opinion, if you set up an event
where there is some cruising, some
food, a chance to meet new and old
friends and to take a look at each
other’s cars, then it should work. I
should have said “good cruising”
and “good food” but there is no
need to add anything about the
people because Corve e people
always seem to be a great group.
And seeing a big crowd of Corve es
together always
gives me a buzz.
I had the
opportunity to
stand, watch and
listen to all the
cars beginning
the cruise and I
must admit it gave me goosebumps!
But the thing that really excited me
about the weekend was the
camaraderie between the three
clubs that were represented at the
event.
We’ve become like the Three
Amigos! We have the big city club
from our state capital Melbourne,

the country club from around
Shepparton in central Victoria, and
the beach club from the Surf Coast
near Geelong - not a bad mix
actually.
Because of the distances involved,
it’s impossible to have just one club.
If you’re doing a 20 km cruise, you
don’t want to do 100 km just to get
to the start - each club needs to
have their own local events, but join
up a couple of mes a year for a
weekend together.
We now poten ally have two big
annual events, the S ngray Run, in
central Victoria and “Cruizin’ the
Surfcoast” on the southern coast,
with the two events run on opposite
sides of the calendar.
In my opinion, having these two big
inter-club events twice a year gives
us all something to really look
forward to. If we do it right these
events will both con nue to grow.
Imagine a situa on where Vic Ve es
and Corve es of Geelong agreed to
join us. We could
poten ally a ract up to
100 cars at each event.
The Car Show could be
all Corve es .... just
imagine!
Anyway, that’s just my opinion.
What do you think?
Cheers, Mark

A

s Corvettes were to be the featured
marque at the 2019 Torquay Motor Show,
the organisers asked if some cars could come
down to Torquay for a photography session
and discussion on our support for the show.
Five cars were available on the day
representing 4 diﬀerent generations of
Corvettes and were photographed by two
photographers who between them represented
all the local papers.
Corvettes certainly became the talk of the
town as the articles began appearing in the
press.
The hype around the Corvettes all came to
fruition on show day with 38 cars turning up to
fulﬁll our promise of a big Corvette gathering.

T

he Meet 'n' Greet took place at the Federal Café
in Mackey St, North Geelong. Great place for
breakfast and/or coﬀee for the group of Corve e
travellers arriving from near and far.
We were greeted with intermi ent rain – which was
about as welcome as a garlic milkshake! Not what
we wanted! A quick loca on change was arranged
for the BBQ, which would move from its planned
Lorne loca on to the sheltered rotunda in Geelong's
Eastern Park. The cruise would tour along the Great
Ocean Road only as far as Bells Beach. This would
allow us to return to Geelong at a reasonable me
for lunch.
The growl of the assembled big V8 engines ﬁlled the
air as the mul coloured convoy hit the road. The
trip through Geelong progressed well and we all
made our way to the world-renowned surﬁng
mecca – Bells Beach. There was a reasonable swell
and we were able to see plenty of surfers making
good use of the waves – cowabunga! Local expert,
Colin, gave us a rundown on the history of the
beach, the diﬀerent breaks that make up Bells, plus
a brief disserta on on wave forma on.
It was me to head back to Geelong for the BBQ,
but not before we were convinced, by a very keen
group of chocoholics in our midst, to take-up the
op onal return via the Anglesea Chocolaterie & Ice

Creamery. Not the ideal place to visit immediately
before lunch, but the experience went over well
with everyone. It's a fun place to visit.
A bit of confusion took place on the way back to the
BBQ loca on with the traﬃc lights playing havoc
with the convoy coming back through Geelong and
several diﬀerent routes were employed by diﬀerent
groups. Everyone ﬁnally arrived.
It wasn't hard to ﬁnd the BBQ spot in the park,
because there was a line of 21 Corve es (plus, I
hesitate to say, a couple of Mustangs) lining the side
of the road. What a sight! I must say having the
Mustangs there was good – it made our Corve es
look even be er, lol.
People arriving at the ﬁnal loca on found the hardworking culinary team, led by our in-house
restauranteur, Giovanni, and his team of aspiring
Masterchefs, barbequing handmade sausages,
burgers and more for the hungry mul tude.
A couple of hours of gourmandising, cha ng and
relaxing followed. The Corve e folks are good
people and it’s not hard to ﬁnd a topic to talk about
(say, Corve es?). Everyone gradually dri ed oﬀ,
some to wash their cars, others to walk oﬀ their
lunch and some even taking a nanny-nap to prepare
for the evening's ac vi es.

Monthly Mee ng @ Peninsula Hotel
March 06 @ 7:30pm to 9:15pm

Geelong All Holden Day
March 2nd - Geelong Showgrounds

Colac Show ‘n’ Shine
March 2nd - Memorial Square

Phillip Island Fes val of Motorsport
March 8th - 10th Phillip Island GP

F1 Australian Grand Prix
March 15th - 17th - Albert Park
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O

n Saturday evening we all started to roll up to
the Peninsula's func on room for the evening's
celebra on of Corve es. Those who were staying at
the Peninsula's motel complex took the hundred or
so steps to get from their rooms to the Cabaret.
Knew I should have booked in there!
The team started to sort themselves into tables, the
band was se ng up and doing some sound checks
and the auc on items were being laid out on the
display table. It was a good night to get a drink in
your hand and circle around the room mee ng the
people and chewing the fat regarding Corve es and
the world in general.
A er the entrée and the ﬁrst set from the band, we
moved into the obligatory speeches. We were
introduced to the president, to make the welcoming
address – but who is this? It looks like “The Don”.
He's here to “make Corve es great again!” He's
planning to “build a wall to keep out the Mustangs!”
A couple Mustangs have illegally immigrated into

the group and he's going to make sure no more of
these Ford refugees can cross our border. This was
“NOT fake news!!”
But no sooner had he ﬁnished his discourse, he was
gone. In his place stood our own President, Peter.
Here was a much more sensible President who
welcomed everyone and thanked all those whose
work had made the weekend a memorable one. He
was followed by Tony to respond as president of
Corve es of Melbourne. Then Mike, spokesman for
Central Vic Ve es, spoke passionately about the
camaraderie between the various Corve e Clubs
and owners and how it was all about ge ng
together and enjoying each other's company. This
struck a high note with the group who all applauded
his sen ments.
Trophies were handed out for the longest distance
travelled, the earliest year Corve e entered in the
event and the latest year Corve e. The winners are
displayed later in this newsle er.

T

he highlight of the night was the Charity Auc on
which was presided over by Peter and Ollie.
There were plenty of laughs to be had as the pair
bantered their way through the bidding. We had a
good number of donated Corve e memorabilia and
other Corve e and general merchandise.
Some items a racted spirited bidding from the
crowd and even the auc oneers were inclined to
put their hands in their pockets for some of the
items. Good prices were achieved for all the auc on
items and everyone handed over their money in
good spirit for the worthy cause.
The piece de resistance for the evening was a
magniﬁcent (and I don't say that lightly) piece of
original Corve e artwork donated by the ar st,
James Bailey of Stomp Impressions fame, who was
part of the Central Vic Corve es team. What a
fabulous gesture on his behalf to provide this for the
auc on. There was quite a bidding war, but Ollie
was determined he was going to take this treasure
home. Ollie saw oﬀ all comers with a ﬁnal bid of

$550 - s ll a very good buy.
All in all, the auc on raised $1,255, which is being
passed on to the Torquay Rotary Club. They will add
this to the money raised at the Torquay Motor Show
and distribute it to a number of chari es. Big thanks
to everyone who donated items and well done to
those who bought them. Well done everyone!
Something that bought a smile to my face happened
at night’s end while we were wai ng outside the
front entrance of the Peninsula for the courtesy bus
to take us home. A group of young people
appeared, heading for the gaming room. One of
them turned to us and said “Hey guys, if anyone
likes Corve es, there is a big group of them ……” He
then spo ed the Corve es on my Hawaiian shirt
and the badges worn by other people and said “Oh,
I think you know all about them!” I must admit I
walked around the corner for a look at the line up of
cars parked outside the motel. They looked great.
Big, happy grin on my face!

CLUB MERCHANDISE
Merchandise available at Club Mee ngs and Car Shows
Call our Merchandise Oﬃcer, Be y, on 0407442465 for more informa on

$15 ea
$8 ea
$20 ea

$13 ea

$22 ea

$10 ea

$20/set of 4

$26 ea

W

hat a turn-up! When the dust se led, we
counted 36 Corve es, all in a line. A
magniﬁcent eﬀort by all the people who made
the eﬀort to bring their Ve e to the show.
Corve es had been made the feature car at the
show and we had told the organisers we had a
stretch-target of 30 cars. To get 36 cars was a real
achievement and more than fulﬁlled our
commitment to the Torquay Motor Show. What a
sight it was, looking along the line, with Corve es
“as far as the eye could see”. In fact, two more
Corve es showed up at the end of the day, too
late to join the line - but I’m coun ng them
anyway! Final result = 38 Corve es!

We were able to display the banners of the three
a ending clubs to indicate the inter-club
coopera on at the show. This and the big turn-up
of cars was enough to have us judged as the “Best
Club Team” of the show. It was great to add to the
eﬀort of Central Vic. Corve es who led us all to a
similar team display win at the Euroa Car Show in
October, 2018.
It was an excellent end to the Corve e weekend
with the show ﬁnishing early enough for the
visitors to the Surfcoast area to ﬁnd their way
back home. Winning the team trophy was the real
cherry on top of the cake.
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1. BEST CLUB TEAM The Corve e Team

4. FURTHEST TRAVELLED
Jeremy McClure (Mildura)

2. BEST CORVETTE -TORQUAY SHOW
Eddie Bondin (’64 Custom)

5. EARLIEST MODEL ENTERED
Peter Scholer (1966 Roadster)

3. PEOPLES CHOICE CORVETTE
Glen Thomason (1972 Roadster)

7. LATEST MODEL ENTERED
Tony Asquith (2012 Grand Sport)

SURFCOAST CORVETTES, Inc
MEETING MINUTES
6th February, 2019

Apologies Glen T, Daniel, Darren, Rhonda
A endees Tracy, Peter & Karen, Ollie, Maria & Rob, Bre , Jeﬀ, Be y & Mark,
Giovanni, Peter G, Jess, Gary & Sandra, Steve, Kerrie & John, Stu & Jen, Colin
Minutes of January mee ng as read, moved: Be y, 2nd John- all in favour.
Items Arising from Minutes: Nil – all in favour
Corrie in – Quote from S cker Co, Kerrie & John (regarding the cruise weekend),
Pitstop adver sing, Invoice from Spectum Screen Prin ng.
Corrie Out – Minutes, Newsle er– moved: 1st Steve 2nd Ollie
All in favour in/out.
Treasurer report. Tabled $1360.77 in bank. Raﬄe raised $80.00 thanks to Peter G
and Trac who donated and of course to those who brought ckets and the winners: Reminder for all members at mee ng to pay Maria
for the dinner Saturday night.
nd
Moved Gary 2 Jen
Commi ee report A few items were discussed and will be tabled a er next
commi ee mee ng due to me restric ons.

Calendar events: (coming up)
 February 9th – 10th The BIG Surfcoast cruise: - over 50 a endees so for the
event. Saturday cruise to Lorne, BBQ and food all organised. Giovanni and
Ollie to be chef's BBQ pit masters for the day. The cruise will depart with Peter
S in the lead, Stu middle and Rob at the rear so no stragglers get lost.. For
those who are a ending Sunday Torquay Car Show: mee ng place will be the
Surfcoast Shire Oﬃces on Torquay Road at 7.45am for departure at 8am.
Please be there on me due to the amount of par cipants for the show which
includes not only the corve es but other car clubs as well. Well done Mark for
all the eﬀort in organising this.

MEETING MINUTES, cont.
General Business:
 Sausage Sizzle at Bunnings to be organised for raising monies for the club.
Be ndy will follow up and report back.
 Fish n Chippie night – 22 February 2019 at Bannockburn, more details where
to meet etc closer to date
 Lal Lal Falls – Lunch run to the pub on Sunday 17th March 2019. This li le hotel
is owned by a American who is passionate about American Muscle Cars and
there is pictures of corve es etc in the bar. More details and mee ng place
closer to date.
 Be y was nominated and accepted to be the Merchandising Oﬃcer which
works out well due to Mark on his wiz bang machine making most of the
merchandising. So open your wallets and purses and support the club – buy
buy buy (great Xmas stocking stuﬀers).

Around the Table:
Stu: got the quick li for garage, works well and allows to crawl/slide under the
corve e great.
Jeﬀ: Wished everyone a great weekend.
A achments: Dinner Menu for Saturday Night.
Mee ng closed: 8.00pm

WHAT THE ........?

