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t's that me of year again. Out
with the old, in with the new!
A Happy New Year to all our
members and their families. I hope
this New Year is a good one for you
and yours and that everything goes
your way in 2019. In par cular, may
your Corve e run sweet and hard.
The Summer show season is upon us. The shows of

DECEMBER MEETING

The club had a very successful December mee ng
with almost half the members of the club present. It
is always good to see such a good a endance – it
allows us to discuss events that everyone would like
to have, and it promotes friendship between club
members during the
discussions before and a er
the formal mee ng. And isn't
this one of the primary
reasons to join a club? It's
the chance to be part of a
large group of people who
can mix and mingle when we
all meet up at an event, be it a mee ng, a dinner, a
cruise or a car show. All brought together by a
common theme – in this case the iconic GM
Corve e.
Star ng this issue, the mee ng minutes will be
reproduced in the newsle er for all to read and to
comment on. Take your me to take a quick read

most interest to Surfcoast Corve es are
the Drysdale Show in January and the
Torquay Show in February where we will
gather as a group - and hopefully as a
large group. Check on the following
pages for more details, plus keep an eye
on Facebook and emails from the club
for details of the shows.

through the minutes. You will ﬁnd it very easy
reading, wri en up by our secretary Tracy in her
inimitable style.

CLUB CHRISTMAS PARTY

About 20 of us met at the President and First Lady's
home for a very pleasant Christmas lunch with all the
trimmings. A perfect day – not too hot / not too cold
– meant we could all sit outside and enjoy our
expertly cooked (thanks
Peter) BBQ meats, along
with the excellent salads
jointly provided by the club
members (read this as the
female club members!). A
range of desserts was also
provided – I think they were all of the “low-fat”
variety, from what I was told, so I had a few helpings!
Thanks to Peter and Kaz for hos ng a very enjoyable
Christmas lunch.

FISH & CHIPS NIGHT

NATIONAL CONVENTION

The weather turned bad on the day of the planned Fish
'n' Chips night, so the loca on was moved to Be y &
Mark's new place in St Albans Park. About 25 people
turned up and a great night was had by all. The orders
were phoned in and Be y and Maria went and collected
all the food. The refreshments were ﬂowing freely but the
designated drivers were seen to sensibly imbibe in limited
quan es.
It was clear during the night that
many in-depth discussions were
taking place covering a wide range
of topics – not only the obvious
topic of Corve es. How do we
make them go be er, look be er,
be more reliable? In fact I’m sure I
heard a range of intellectual
topics being discussed, as well as some that weren’t quite
so academic - especially as the night progressed!
At the end of the night it was decided that if the weather
is not conducive for our normal eat-outdoors ﬁsh 'n' chip
nights, it s ll works well by going to someone's house.

K

This year's Na onal Conven on will take place on the
Gold Coast in Queensland during the Easter break in April
2019. Personally, I can't imagine a be er place to hold a
Corve e Conven on than on the Gold Coast, so there is
no way I am going to miss it.

Several of us have already booked rooms at the oﬃcial
conven on hotel in Sanctuary Cove. There are plans for a
group of us to travel together on the trip north, ﬁrstly
joining with the Corve es of Melbourne members
somewhere in, or just north of, Melbourne. Further north
we will join up with the Corve es of South Australia. This
all sounds great. We would love to have as many as
possible join us on this adventure, so please contact the
club if you're interested.
Check the informa on on later pages of this newsle er
for more informa on on the event itself.

CRUIZIN' THE SURFCOAST

eep in mind the club's big event “Cruizin' the
Surfcoast” on the weekend of 9th & 10th February.
We have the Cruise and BBQ on Saturday, the Corve e
Dinner on Saturday night, and the Torquay Motor Show
on Sunday. We are depending on members of our club to
a end as many of the events as possible.
The planning is well in
hand, with several Club
Members agreeing to
sponsor the BBQ, the band
for the dinner, and food for
the stand at the motor
show. Thanks to the people
who have commi ed so
generously to this
important club event.
What we need now is for all our members to mark the
date on their calendars and lock-in for the events. We
already have around a dozen people coming down from
Central Vic Ve es for the full event. Members from
Corve es of Melbourne are also commi ed. Let’s show
them what we can do, and make this an annual event that
will be on all Ve e owners’ lists.
We will soon be looking to members to send in their
money for the Saturday night dinner. Cost is $39/head for
the food and entertainment and the chance to bid on
Corve e memorabilia and other goodies in our charity
auc on.

REGULAR FEATURES

Take a read of our regular features such as Upcoming
Events, Member's Ride (this month featuring Rob's
immaculate C4), Words from the Prez, and our Classiﬁeds.
We also have the Latest C8 News.
There is a bit to report here on the
electrical system, latest spy
photos, and the current opinions
on the pricing of the C8.

LATEST CORVETTE C7 PRICING
Stingray Coupe
Stingray Convertible
Stingray Z51 Coupe
Stingray Z51 Convertible
Grand Sport Coupe
Grand Sport Convertible
Z06 Coupe
Z06 Convertible
ZR1 Coupe
ZR1 Convertible
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Note: US Dollars

$55,900
$60,400
$60,900
$65,400
$65,900
$70,400
$80,900
$85,400
$120,900
$125,400

Hello Surfcoast Ve ers,

CONTACTS:
Surfcoast Corvettes, Inc
Email:
surfcoastcorvettes@gmail.com
Website:
surfcoastvetts.com
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/groups/10678264
59918713/?ref=bookmarks

CLUB MEETINGS:
First Wednesday of each month
at 7:30pm

Meal/drinks/chat from 6:00pm

Peninsula Hotel (Club Room),

195 Bellarine Highway,
Newcomb.

YOUR COMMITTEE:
President:
Peter Scholer
Ph: 0455190070
Vice-President:
Wayne (Ollie) Oliver
Ph: 0427527237
Secretary:
Tracy Thomason
Ph: 0428300331
Treasurer:
Maria Humphreys
Ph: 0409540547
Membership Oﬃcer:
Rob Humphreys
Ph: 0419508775

VetteNewS
Editor:
Mark Andre
0413387977

H

appy New Year to you
and all your families from
myself and the Club
commi ee. I hope you will all
have a great year in 2019.
2018 has
been a
good year
for our
club, with
some good
events,
new
members,
and some
great new cars appearing at our
ou ngs. Some of the year's
highlights were, as usual, the
2018 Torquay Motor Show with a
big turn-up of members' cars,
along with another good turn-up
at the 2018 Drysdale Car & Bike
Show.
In 2018 a group of our members
took the trip to USA for the
Corve es at Carlisle supershow,
as well as con nuing on to
Bowling Green, Kentucky, to the
Na onal Corve e Museum.
Our club also started a tradi on
of holding a Wednesday night
dinner event mid-month, two
weeks a er the monthly mee ng.
A few weeks ago, we re-started
our summer Friday night Fish 'n'
Chips, con nuing on from last
year's tradi on.
Kaz and I were honoured to hold
the annual Xmas party at our
place this year and we would like
to thank all who a ended and
hope you all enjoyed it as much

as we did.
The next couple of months brings
about a wave of Car Shows
around the coast, and as a club
we will be joining up as a group
to a end several of them.
Next weekend we are planning to
a end the Drysdale Car & Bike
Show. We will meet up for the
Saturday Night Cruise, mee ng at
the Drysdale Reserve at 5:30pm
for a 6:00pm start. Then on
Sunday we will meet at Drysdale
to enter the car show as a group.
Watch social media for details.
Some of our members have made
a tradi on of a ending the Port
Fairy Rod Run. Anyone who
wants to join should contact the
club. We also try to a end the
Saturday night cruise, as a group
for the Queenscliﬀ Rod Run
weekend. Many also view the
show on Sunday. Contact the club
if you want to join the group.
Then, of course, we have our big
one on the weekend of February
th
9-10 February – Cruizin' the
Surfcoast. This is a big deal for
our club, so I urge you to a end
all three events of the weekend,
or if you can't a end all, to
a end as many as possible. We
want to build this into a must-do
annual event for all Corve e
Clubs and Corve e owners. So
please make the eﬀort to support
the club by a ending the
inaugural running of the event.
Looking forward to seeing you all
over Summer.

Cheers, Peter

NEXT CLUB MEETING

Wednesday, 2nd January
PENINSULA HOTEL, Newcomb
Meeting starts 7:30pm

Arrive from 6:00 for drinks/meal/chat

SURFCOAST CORVETTES, Inc
- MEETING MINUTES
12th December, 2018

SCM 12/2018
Apologies Glen T, Dan, Frank & Raad, Darren
Attendees Tracy, Rob & Maria, Sandy & Gary, Giovannie, Betty & Mark, Peter & Karen, John & Kerrie, Jeﬀ,
Jess and Natalia, Peter G, Jade, Ollie
Minutes of November meeting as read, moved: Sam, 2nd Maria - all in favour.
Corrie in – Shannons (advertising), Xmas party RSVP, Pitstop on line catalogue, Flyer for Camperdown Car
nd
& Bike Show – moved: Stu, 2 : Garry
nd
Corrie Out – Minutes, Newsletter, notiﬁcation for RSVP for Xmas party – moved: Betty, 2 Rob.
All in favour in/out.
Treasurer report. Tabled. Raﬄe raised a record $114.00 thanks to all those who donated and of course to
nd
those who brought tickets and the winners: - Moved Ollie, 2 : Jess
Committee report Nil

Upcoming events brochures were tabled at the meeting, some will be attached with the minutes.
 .Saturday Xmas Party 8 December 2018, 11:00 am onwards for lunch, this will be held at Peter S
place, please contact Peter for directions and address. Meat, Salad, nibbles and some beer and
wine/soft drinks supplied. scholerbuilders@gmail.com – email Peter for direction or if you are coming.
 Friday 14th December 2018 – The 1st Fish n Chippie drive of the season to Queenscliﬀ. Meeting
place is at Bunnings Leopold at 6.00 pm or catch up at Queenscliﬀ at the Fish n Chip Shop near
the park, next to The Esplanade Hotel.
th
 Saturday and Sunday 5 and 6th January 2019 – Drysdale Car Cruise, Saturday evening followed
by BBQ, Sunday Drysdale Car Show. For the Sunday Car Show the meeting place will be opposite
the Drysdale Train Station, more information will be following closer to date – watch Facebook for
more etc.
th
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General Business:
A BIG thank you to Mark for the wonderful job he has done on our ﬁrst Newsletter, what a great
promotion for our club. Mark has also sent this to all the Corvette Clubs so that our name goes out
there and to get us known. Thanks again Mark.
 The BIG Surfcoast cruise, so far 4 from Central Vic Corvettes are attending and we are hoping
that the BBQ trailer might be up and running by the big weekend. We are looking for
sponsorship to make this great (so let us know if anyone/business would be interested). On
the Saturday night there will be a auction run with the proceeds going to The Lions Club. The
dinner Saturday night will be $39.00 per head and we need at least 40 to attend to make this a
great night. There will be entertainment so save your dancing shoes.
 We have numerous Club items for sale: Coﬀee Mugs $9.00 each, Travel Mugs: $22.00,
Truckers Cap with logo: $15.00, Club Cap with logo: $20.00, Club Stubby Holders: $8.00.
 There is also slate and glass picture plates for sale at $25.00. Your picture of your car can be
put onto these or generic corvette can be done (you chose).
Around the Table:
Peter S – Had a display sign made up for his C2 for shows, these are available to be made up for
your corvette at $150.00. They are A frame. Please contact Peter S if you would like one made up for
your corvette. This will also be in the newsletter next edition.
Sam – Getting his Truck and trailer ready for the Expo coming up in Geelong
Betty – New Corvette coming C3 big block
Jenny – Stu put those bits he got for her car from America on her car. Vents in the guards. Jenny went
out for the day.
Peter – New exhaust system coming.
Meeting Closed: 8.15 pm
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Monthly Mee ng @ Peninsula Hotel
January 02 @ 7:30pm to 9:15pm

Drysdale Classic Car & Bike Show
January 5&6 - Watch for Club Plans

Port Fairy Rod Run
January 11-13 - Contact Club

Queenscliﬀ Rod Run
February 1st-3rd - Contact Club

Monthly Mee ng @ Peninsula Hotel
February 6th @ 7:30pm to 9:15pm

66
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The latest on the next generation Corvette

R

umour has it that the new C8
Corvette will be released with a 48volt electrical system.
This runs parallel with reports that other
manufacturers, such as Audi, are doing the
same. The use of systems such as power
steering racks, electric brake vacuum
pumps and electric water pumps require
more electrical energy to run.
What is rumoured to be a six month delay
with the C8 release has been attributed to
electrical issues with the car. The website
GM Authority has reported that the
electrical system can't support the electrical
load required by the new car. Whether this
is a problem with the new 48-volt system,
or whether the system is being changed to
48 volts to correct the issue is not known.
In fact, there may be no problem and no
48-volt system. We will wait and see ……

T

he price of the upcoming Corvette C8
has been the product of much
speculation.
Estimates have ranged between $70,000
and $170,000 for the base model! But these
are little more than guesses.
Good news has come from former GM
executive Bob Lutz, who believes the C8 will
cost approximately $5,000 more than the
current C7. This would put the entry level
model at around the $60,000 mark.
Former Corvette Chief Engineers Dave
McLennan, Dave Hill and Bob Wallace have
disagreed, believing the car would sell for
more than $70,000. It would seem that the
$170,000 price range would more likely to
be for the full blown 1,000 HP hybrid version
with all the trimmings, which will come at a
later date. If this is true, the cost for the entry
level car may well be around AU$110,000.
As Bob Lutz said in his statement, “It will be
the best value on the planet.”

G

M has confirmed there will be no major
reveals at the Detroit Motor Show next
month. i.e. NO C8 reveal!
The latest thoughts in the industry media are
suggesting the C8 will not be revealed at a motor
show, but will have its own release event.
There are new spy shots of cars being tested in
mid-December that look a little different to
previous shots. This has been put down to the
change in the camouflage from the thick, shape
disguising camo to a new thin camo as GM tests
the cars in a more representative shape.
The appearance of the cars provides some
evidence that the electrical fix is working.
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I

t was a 1988 Chuck Norris movie called “Hero
and the Terror” that turned Rob's eye towards a
C4 Corve e. The silver conver ble caught Rob's
eye and started him thinking about owning one. I
must admit, the car does stand out in the movie.
Rob and Maria at that stage were more interested in
their bikes. They
were used to doing
a lot of long trips
with the Ulysses
over 40, “grow old
disgracefully”,
bikers. The trips
were star ng to get harder to take, what with rain
and red dust making many of the rides both
uncomfortable and dangerous. The passion for the
ride was dying!
On a trip to Perth in early 2012 to visit Maria's
daughter, Rob had taken a look at a couple of C4s
for sale in Perth. Upon looking at the ﬁrst car Rob's
mind was made up. The deal was done, and
shipping was organised. As they were catching the
plane home, Rob received a text from Maria's
daughter saying “Doris is on her way” with a photo
of the car on the transporter. Where the name
“Doris” came from is unknown, but the name has
stuck.

It wasn’t long before the car arrived. It was in a
ﬁlthy condi on a er its trip across the Nullarbor.
Maria was home alone and felt she could not let
Rob see the car in such a condi on, so she pulled
out the bucket and hose and started on a labourious
washing job, with all the neighbours dropping by for
a look! Thanks to Maria, Doris was in much be er
shape when Rob arrived.

Rob and Maria at ﬁrst joined the Western District
Historic Vehicle Club to get the car on the club
permit scheme, later changing to the Geelong
Classic Car Club. Rob and Maria also joined the
Corve es of Geelong Club before becoming two of
the eight founda on members of Surfcoast
Corve es. This allowed them to consolidate into
one club that included both the club permit
scheme, and featured their favourite car – the
Corve e. They are both now on the Surfcoast
Corve es club's commi ee.
Doris is a 1988 C4 Coupe with a Dark Blue Metallic
exterior and Red interior with leather sports seats.
The car is ﬁ ed
with a '91 wraparound front
nose and the
recently ﬁ ed
wheels are
chrome ﬁnish Amold style.
Rob has refurbished most of the interior including
the seats, carpets, door trims and steering wheel.
The wiring has all been reworked, a new exhaust
system ﬁ ed, shocks replaced, and the brakes
overhauled. More recently chrome rocker covers
and a chrome alternator have been added under
the hood.
Ideas for the future include a late model 1992 tail
moulding, but it seems that may not be a
unanimous decision within the household!
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A

er the fabulous spectacle of the CORVETTES AT
CARLISLE, our group of 8 Aussies in the Chevy
Express passenger van took to the highways
again heading for Bowling Green, Kentucky, the home
of the Na onal Corve e Museum.
A er the exhaus ng 10 hour drive, we hit Bowling Green
on Monday night just in me to
have some dinner at the
bar/dining room at our Ramada
Hotel. As the waitress said,
“Everything we serve here is
BIG – be it food or drinks”. She
wasn't kidding. We tried some
Southern food and washed down with Jim Beam (it's all
Jim Beam here in Kentucky). When we asked for Coke
with our JB, we were looked at funny, and got a splash in
the glass - over about 5
measures of the
Kentucky sour mash!
But I digress from the
Museum …….
The next morning Jenny
& Stuart, Maria & Rob,
Cheryl & Tony, and Be y
& Mark jumped into the
van and took the short

trip to the museum. We
weren't disappointed! The
whole place is beau fully
set up. Great cars, great
displays and lots of
Corve e history. The whole
sinkhole thing is now quite
a feature of the museum.
They have the repaired cars, the ones that are too bad to
be repaired, and a window in the ﬂoor to look down into
the sinkhole area.
We took part in cheering oﬀ the people picking up their
new C7s from the museum and had a chat with one
couple who were picking up a new ZR1 (for her). They
were heading oﬀ that a ernoon to drive back to
California.
We ﬁnished the day oﬀ with a meal in the Corve e Café the 50's Diner at the museum.
The fare was burgers, shakes,
wraps, salads, etc. Great
décor from the era covered
the walls. It felt like we had
walked onto the set of
American Graﬃ …..

CLASSIFIEDS
For Sale:

Mark Andre's 1988 C4
Black Conver ble. Very
clean, very original and
with everything working.
e.g. a/c, all instruments,
power antenna, power
seats, etc. The car is in
original LHD conﬁgura on
as GM built it – a must for
a C4. Odometer shows
71,247 Kms.
Paint is in excellent
condi on, as is the so
top. The interior is also in
excellent condi on – recovered seats, Eckler's

Rosewood instrument panel
lamina on kit, Pioneer
single DIN radio with
Bluetooth phone
connec on with
microphone installed.
The car is ﬁ ed with late
model “Sawblade” wheels
which have been recently
restored.
The vehicle is currently on
Club Permit, but has
previously been on full
registra on in W.A.
Asking a very compe ve
price of $23,500.
Call Mark on 0413387977.

C3 HEADLAMP ACTUATOR COVERS

$55
/pair

Chrome covers to suit 1968-82 Corve e
headlight actuators.
New chrome dress up pieces, never been
on a car. Triple-chrome plated over brass
components do away with rust or paint
bubbling. Easily ﬁ ed.

Call Mark on 0413387977

YOUR
ADVERT
HERE
Classiﬁed Ads are free to all members
wan ng to buy or sell Corve es, Corve e
parts or other Corve e related items. Please
email details, photos, contact details to Mark
at mark.andre3@gmail.com
*Please advise when items are sold.

YOUR ADVERT
HERE

YOUR ADVERT
HERE

Please note that Surfcoast Corve es, Inc, its commi ee or editor of this newsle er assume no responsibility, nor
warranty for vehicles or other items appearing in these classiﬁed adver sements. Surfcoast Corve es, Inc does
not endorse any item adver sed. The accuracy of the descrip on of the item is purely the responsibility of the
person adver sing the item.
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